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MOShe, MOI’I‘iS & MI’.D. / Yoram Benhaim

I started writing of my father for the 100th Kol Soteh Anniversary, but then

came the election results and I became depressed and angry and just gave up on the world and on
sanity (Mine included)! After a while and plenty of "I can not belive this shit" I decided to come
out of my inner shelter and finish the article, so here it is.

A man of firm solid built and a sharp mind, was going to become a Vet but ideals took over and
"forced" him to emigrate to a land he believed would be safe for Jews to live and prosper.

On the way to the promised land he joined the British army and was stationed in what was then
Ceylon today Sri - Lanka as a ground gunner for the Air Force. That is where he met Iris, a
beautiful dark hair and blue eyes young woman who volunteered as a Nurse for the British army
and was also stationed in Ceylon. Moshe was a corporal and Iris was an officer, so he was not
allowed to talk to her which did not help Iris. He sure couldn't care less and pursued her until she
gave in.

Circa 1948 the newly wed couple is emigrating to Palestine to build a free and just society on the
border of Syria right under the Golan Heights.

A strict father and a basic loner who had at best two close friends since his youth in England.
Mossi and Johnie knew Moshe well and had a deep respect for his intelligence and abilities and
even for his somewhat cynical and critical view of people and the world.

As a young boy in London, England his father sent him to the "Cheder" to learn the Old
Testament and the Jewish ways and Mitzvot. The teacher who was a Rabbi as many of them at
the time were, was a nasty little shit who used to punish the boys by hitting them with a ruler on
the tips of their fingers - try it once, it really hurts. That is where Moshe learnt to despise the
ways of religion and became an avid secular and a Zionist (So what we all make mistakes - that is
the "ism" part I am talking about).

I never really had the chance to get to know my father well and most of my knowledge of him as
a man rather than a father figure came from bit and pieces I gathered from his only close friends,
Mosi and Johny while I was allowed to come and join them on their Saturday afternoon "CHUG"
that took place every week for many years in either Michal's, Rini's or Alise’s home. It was fun
to listen and lough with them, since that was the only place where they were free - kind of to just
be themselves and make fun of the world and many members of the Kibbutz. Mosi bless his soul
was hilariously funny while his huge balls always hung out of his shorts and the Ladies served
Trifle and Tea. I miss those days and think of them often.

Last but not least a note to my good friend Mr. D.

Two issues I have with you my good man. One is your prediction of the election results and your
assumption that Americans are smarter than Israelis and will reject the Orang Utan in droves!!!!
REALLY ?7?? You know the old saying from Shakespeare (Maybe) regarding Prophecy and
F..!

The second issue is - CATS and your devotion to those creatures who by almost all estimates kill
Billions of Birds and Mammals every year! Not very environmentally friendly animals are
they?? Stop feeding the little creeps and stick to dogs. At least they only shit on lawns.

I wish Columbus would of stuck to his alcohol and whores and
left the natives of "India" to themselves.

Wishing us all a better future than the present.
Yoram.
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