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Shmulik Epstein
Columbus, OH
USA

September 19. 2016

Dear Kol Soteh

[ am an avid reader of Kol Soteh from cover to cover, including the nostalgic photos at the end.
GREAT STUFF!!

Last week I read with great interest Ami Ben Zv1’s article and I tend to agree with his final
conclusion that the economy trumps all, politicians, religion, etc.

However, I most liked Ami’s idea at the end of his article, to establish a weekly column where
“Bne1 Meshek™ would say a few words about what they have been up to since leaving K.H. and
how they are doing today.

So I would like to start this new column, and here we go!!

[ left KH. mn 1974, ves that 1s 42 years ago and have lived in Columbus, Ohio all this time.
Two wives, two kids, four grandsons, and may add 25-30 (lost count) visits to K.H. later. I still
tfeel a very close connection to K.H. which will always be home.

So what have [ been up to all these vears? Well, after graduating from Ohio State University in
1981 with a degree in Physical and Recreation Education and spending 5 vears bouncing from
one career opportunity to another, I finally landed in 1986 in a Dental Laboratory owned by an
[sraeli from Jerusalem. I spent 14 vears with him learning the trade, and 13 additional years
working for other lab people mainly in sales and marketing. Then. at the tender age of 62, 1
had this crazy idea to buy and operate my own business for the first time in my life. I[tis a
Temporary Emplovment Agency, which T have had for the past 4 vears. My agency 1s called
JST Staffing, named after my oldest grandsons Jonah and Jacob and me.

Currently. my wifte Chris and I are empty nesters. Kids are spread all over. Toby. Katie. Jonah
and Dvlan live in Columbia, Missouri, 500 mules to the West. while Claire, Jonathan. Jacob
and Eli live in Tampa. Florida, 1000 miles to the South. We don’t get to see them quite as
often as we would like. and sometimes I envy those of you that stayed mn Israel where the
distances are comparatively minuscule.

Chris has been teaching Art in an elementary school for 30 years. We are both looking forward
to retirement 1n the next vear or two. so we can spend more time with the fanuly.

OK. now that T got it started, my wish 1s that many more will pick up the ball and run with it.
As Amu said, [ too am curious about what you have all been up to.

Shabbat Shalom ...and may I take this opportunity to wish all of K.H. a very Happy. Healthy,
and Peacetul... Shana Tova.
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Why did the chicken cross the road?/ pavid Eiiman “ P
L

Due to the fact that many of our readers are "English only" I found it in me to write in

that language every now and then.

So here is something I wrote after getting back from a visit to a good old friend of mine,

A jolly old scotish chap by the name of Glen Fidich.

"Last night I had the strangest dream, I've never seen before.......... " and in that dream I

had a vision. I saw a brave new world where chickens could cross the road without being

asked why! And Thoughts started flowing....... ,..i

Is it really anyone's business why chickens want to cross the road? S

I seriously ask you. Does a chicken have to go though interrogation every time she wants

to get to the other side of some road?! Why does every reporter or passer-by need to

know? What about the chickens basic rights?!! Huh!!! N

", - = )
I would bring it up as a breach of privacy. at the very least. b
Imagine, a chicken gets up in the morning, brushes her feathers, combs her comb, lays an
egg or two and then walks out for a morning stroll. So far there is nothing out of the
ordinary. But then she reaches a spot and wants to cross the road. She puts one foot off
the curb and suddenly out of the woodwork, come a whole bunch of merciless intruders
who have one thing on their mind - that terrible question: "Why do you want to cross the
road?!?" This ritual repeats itself daily and I ask you, "Can't a chicken cross the damn

road without every Tom-Dick-and-Harry questioning her motives??"

I don't think anyone can accuse me of being an animal lover. True, I am vegitarian but
not through love of animals. More like a plant hater. Yet even I squirm at the sight of that
poor chicken going about her daily business, and having to deal with this thoughless
intimidation. What is this!? How low can we go? Are we some kind of banana (or egg)
republic?!

Yesterday I met a chicken walking timidly to the roadside. As she saw me she started
quivering with fear. I didn't say anything. Didn't want to hint at that terrible question. She
gave me a long pleading look. She then said "I can't take it any more. I'll tell you why,
once and for all, but please don't tell anyone else". I nodded quietly in agreement, full of
anticipation for that unfathomable answer, knowing very well I would not be able to keep
my promise.

‘\.-I

.| "The reason I want to cross the road" she said in a fearful hasitating voice

| "is, that [ want to get to the other side...."

1i "What?!!" I was in shock, rooted to the spot. That was one answer [ would never have
S thought of. I could hardly breath. All I could do was to help that poor chicken across the
1~ 1| road, my heart fluttering with axcitement.

I. ‘_;jﬁ I stood there watching for a long time till she vanished around the corner.

| ¥ A warm feeling crept over my whole being. I was happy as I have not been for a very
M long time.

|*{ Ithanked her with an internal voice...

14| ... an echo came back.... "I'm in love!"
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About "Kol Soteh"

Preface and History

"Kol Soteh" was established on 5th November 1976 by Moshe Benhaim (Rest in
peace). one of the founding members of the kibbutz. and Dani Namali (Long may he
live). one of the first of the 2nd generation. The purpose was to present an
independent, free of official regulations. a kind of "Hyde park corner". the target
audience being the 2nd generation who were having a hard time coping with Kibbutz
way of life at the time.

""Kol Soteh" today

Due to "Divrei Hakfar"s untimely death there became a need for a place of
expression. First there was the "Bimkom" magazine but it was obvious that it didn't
fill the bill. A trial ressurection of the old "Kol Soteh" proved a success as only six
months later there are already 179 on the distribution list!!

Main principles of '""Kol Soteh'' (as of 16/9/2016)
"Kol Soteh" is an independent uncensored magazine (short of a couple of points
explained later).

The word "Sotch" or ("Deviant") is anyone who can deviate from the daily rut and
say his mind.

The importance of this paragraph is due to the fact that "Soteh" is mostly taken as
"Pervert" and a sexual one at that!!. Three have already asked to be taken off the list
for that reason.

The magazine is directed at anyone who feels any kind of connection to Kfar-
Hanassi. no difference of age. sex. color, location, in fact there is no one. at the
current time. who is not a potential.

Anonymous material will not be accepted!!!! Anyone who 1is not prepared to stand
behind his views will have his views stay at home!

There will be no censoring except for personal attacks with curses or personal
gossip!! To that is added that anyone who is hurt by an article that is not one of the
above. should take responsibility for his feelings. (advice... look in the mirror)

Material copied from an external source even if the source is known, will not be
accepted unless it is a base for the individual to express himself over it.

Due to the need for making the above work. materials will be ccepted in Hebrew and
English languages only!

The 1dea is to publish "Kol Soteh" every Friday morning. where in practice the
magazine is published every Thursday evening.
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