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COmmOn Sense / Yoram Benchaim

Some 50 years ago I was a student at what was

then - Ktzinai Yam Acco school that educated kids

such as myself in the arts of the sea - Navigation, Astronomy, Ship building,
etc... On top of the regular curriculum. Some 16 subjects in all that we had
to learn and pass the final exams at the end of the 4 years.

That night of June / 11 /1967 Israel has just defeated the combined Arab

forces of Egypt, Jordan and Syria.The news of this "great" victory came as a
huge relief to all Israelis and the students of my school were elated. I clearly
remember standing on the balcony of the 2nd floor in our dormitory and
watching the whole body of our students dancing and singing songs of
victory.

I could not find it in me to join them, I was not elated or "happy" - at the

tender age of 15 I was sad and could only think of the thousands of dead
and injured soldiers on both sides and the terrible destruction, physically
and mentally that the war - any war brings with it whether you "win or
"lose".

Even at that young age I understood that no one wins a war, we all lose!

We named it - The six days war, which is to me a deeply disturbing irony
since we are now fifty years later still fighting that same war. Three years
later I joined the Navy and became a Naval officer for reasons that I regret
to this day.

In the five years that followed I was called a " Matzpen traitor" (To those

who remember the left wing Matzpen group) by some of my fellow officers
and superiors and eventually ended my "career" after I was sent to the army
jail for 28 days, due to a meeting with then the Chief of the Navy who told
me when I asked to be released from the service early since I do not think I
am “fit” to serve... his answer was - You have 2 options available for you to
get out... one is on a stretcher (I supposed he meant being dead) the other is
if through the Psychiatry department of the Navy if they will consider you
insane, due to your political beliefs (This is a true story).

I chose the second option, since dying
was not a real option for me at that time.

Yoram.
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= ﬂmﬂ-i /' Yoram Benchaim

I read the "censored" article that Mr. D. sent to our Kol Soteh

and again as always tried to fathom how come so few people see
it "my way" and how did we come to a point in time where the
leaders of the armed forces are the ones who now understand
what was so clear to me some 50 years ago?

My intelligence 1s average at best and my life is the proof, but

for me it was not just plain common sense, it was also a "feeling"
almost physically that when humans separate themselves into
groups divided by culture, religion, tradition, land, flags and
language and then kill each other for those supposed "values"
something in the flow of life gets terribly broken and this in
return tends to repeat it self until the invisible all life structure

can no longer be mended. A the article clearly states - we are
very, very close to that no return point in time and I hope beyond
all hope that we wake up and realize that sharing our values is far
superior to fighting and dying over them.

Thanks for sending the article Mr. D. and thank you for
“censoring” it in Kol Soteh Mr. D. E.

May the power of wisdom be with us all.

Yoram. {"‘%
5 N&

.' AMJEB
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Ignorance 30,000 feet in the air _
( Yoram Benchaim) E?/_

In last week Kol Soteh David brought a “new” law that the government of
Israel is about to introduce that will cancel the previous demand that
religious school (Yeshivot) have to teach their students general knowledge
(Math, Physics, History etc..) for them to be qualified for a government
grant —what a surprise??!

Anyway the story brought back an old memory of a very strange
encounter that | had some years ago on an El Al flight to Israel. Sitting next
to me in what is supposed to be

the “Economy” class but must be renamed

the torture class, since 4 hours into the

flight you have to get up and walk the rest

of the time just to try an ease the terrible :

back pain the El Al seats cause — | never fly that airline again!

But back to my story... next to me sat a young religious “man” (Bachur

Yeshiva) and although usually | would start a conversation (helps forget the
pains) | for one reason or another just read my book and kept to myself.

About half way over the Atlantic Ocean the boy turned to me and
pointing to the screen above our heads asked “Sir why is the plain flying in
a CURVED line and not a straight line”? In what sounded as a somewhat
concerned voice. Looking up to the screen | saw the flight chart and where
the plain was at any given time.

The curved line followed a rout from New York to a point over the
Atlantic and looking at the young boy with his soft facial hair growth and
the peoths hanging down the sides of his face | was for a few seconds
confused at the question, before it downed on me that he was very serious
and concerned.

( continued on next page




( continued from next page

I then proceeded to say to him “You do realize that planet earth is a
sphere, you know like a ball — have you never looked at the moon at night,
the earth is also kind of round” | explained to him the reason the plain
must take a curved flight path to follow the curvature of the earth or it will
never get to its final destination.

He was definitely relieved to hear that all is good, but now that the
silence was broken | could not stop myself from trying to figure out this
strange being. When | asked him what does he think holds the plain in the
air, his answer was immediate and sure “GOD”!

Some of you might laugh at this deeply ignorant answer, but the truth is
that most people (Including many Physics teachers) do not know the
reason and teach the wrong explanation in their classes since that is what
they were taught in University.

Further on into the conversation | found out that the boy was 22 years
old and married with 2 kids.

When | asked why he is going to Israel he said that the Rabbi called him
this morning and told him that he and his Yeshivas mates have to
immediately come to Israel (where the Rabbi was at the time) to pray for
the “leader” of their cult who was on his death bed — no questions asked,
the Rabbi tells you to go — you go!

Truth be told, he was a very nice kid friendly attentive and actually a little
curious too — just completely ignorant of the world around him and that is
very scary when you realize that soon the likes of him will become the
majority in the Israeli “Democracy” that is today on such shaky grounds.

May GOD bless us all!

Yoram. "’ D
. o ’)
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