lf’@ | Sote\

29/7/2016 :yxn? 086 :noon I

o'2nN 0Ny 712" *ma am Yt pUn-a awn YW moeta n nha iy
An independent magazine established by the late Moshe Ben-Chaim, RIP and Dani Namali, long may he live
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This week's Editorial:
Avi Rozenkrantz, Dudu Palma, Dani Namatli,
David Ellman
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Netanyahu faces a potentially formidable challenge to his h line rule, not from

Israel's civilian politicians but instead it's revered security es nt. An array of
former top commanders are criticizing Netanyahu, accusing hi ishandling the
Palestinian issue and allying with extremists bent on di \t{r@lsrael s democracy.

A group representing more than 200 retired leaders in I s military, police,

mossad, and shin bet, presented a plan to end the half century occupation of the
west bank including returning 90 % of it and fr/eeJQ\ﬂg% ish settements construction
in the area.

The movement called commanders fo&m%'s security reflects an increasingly
(.
fting

widespread assessment that Israel is d catastrophically toward permanent
entanglement with the Palestlnlan onflict with the world community. "Things
are getting worse " said retired ma . Amnon reshef the group's founder and a
former commander of Israel’ %m@éed Corp "what kind of future do we have
here? What are we going t % or our kids? " Netanyahu profess a theoretical
desire for two states soI gf in practice his government busies itself with the
Palestinian leadership's s\hogiomlngs publicizing" incidents " against jews is a
inuing to settle territory, occupied by Israel.

frequent theme W%
In the west banl@ji ds of thousands of settlers receive an array of subsidies and

privileges ir ﬁwat' -in effect an Israeli colony. The Palestinians there doesn't have
Israeli citize Wd lives under an mix of limited autonomy and Israeli military
rule.




The view that this is corrosive is becoming overwhelming across the country's

established classes. Leaders in academia, the legal system, the media, business and
the arts also seem increasingly agitated by the prospect of permanent attachment to
millions of politically disenfranchised Palestinian.

The feeling of urgency comes from repeated failure to dislodge Netanyahu who

gets strong support from the county's poor, working class and religious sectors. With
over half a million settlers already in place critics fear a parti il
impossible.

O

Netanyahu had fairly easy time fending off opponents ver prominent,

dismissing them as "leftists "and naive about security .

David Bitan, chairman of Netanyahu parliamen lition said" something

happens when they become mossad and shi t@ irectors. They turned leftist ", but
opposition politicians countered that the security-heads are hard -headed realists

who base their assessment on facts.

Moshe yaalon, who was ousted a yahu defence minister is lambasting what

he calls the government's anti lib cies trying to undermine Israeli Arab
lawmakers, curb critical NGOs el artists to toe the line through funding, and

limit the power of the relati@@ al supreme Court.

Uri Savir a former peac%tiator wrote that former security chiefs
5

overwhelmingly support two states solution. With the civilian Israeli opposition so
week, an ex - mili man is the best hope for replacing Netanyahu. He called the
situation "un e d emergency " in which "there probably is no choice. ...but
to allow retired generals to save democracy ".

This is a short version of an article written by Dan Perry and Josef federman of the

Associated Press.

Needs no comments from me. Mr D.
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Nostalgia Ain't what it used to be ?
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