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Contradictory statements: @,

(yoram benchaim)

Dudu in his article: “Nohal Shachen” is telling everyone to — stop using

Zami as a cover for their own personal interests - because he is sick and
tired listening to them week in and week out “have respect for the man
and stop “using” him” we are told and then Dudu goes on to do the exact
same thing he is supposedly trying to stop! The whole article is about
Zami and the decisions he and other members of the Kibbutz made in the
days when they were young or younger and hopefully had all the needed
faculties (such as not being too young or being able to foresee the
future... just kidding) to make the perfect decisions that will stand for all
times.

Dudo also tells us about his Kabalt Shabat with the vatikim (which | think

is a very good thing) but hints to Benny's article regarding the supposed
“LOOK” in Zami's eyes which he will not “speculate or manipulate” — but
that is exactly what you just did!!

Sorry Dudu but that is not how life works (At least for me) — every

decision that was ever made by anyone anywhere at any time, was at
best maybe good for that time and should never be carved in stone or
worst canonized ( Such as the Bible and other religious writings — we are
all well aware where that kind of approach is leading to) — all decisions,
rules, laws, beliefs and attitudes must go through revisions from time to
time (Sooner than later) and evolve to “fit” the present times and life of
the society they are meant to serve. The issue is not who made the rules
or when, but that the rules are the best possible ones for the current
times — the way you respect those rules is by learning from them and
then making better ones.

Dudo also tells us that he accepted rules and decisions made by the

Hanhalat Hakibuttz of the time even though he did not like some of
them. “No one forced me to leave here” Dudu tells us (we knew that by
the way) and no one forced you to “RESPECT” them either, that was and
is your decision to do so.

( continued on next page




continued from previous page )

I would for some odd reason think that you would fight such decisions

and try to convince the Hanhala or the members that your ideas are
better. You did after all spent some time in jail for refusing to serve in the
Occupied Territories — no one forced you to live in Israel and you did not
and should have not “respected” the decisions made by the Hanhala

of the State of Israel and for that | respected you. So let us leave this
“respect” stuff out of the equation and stick to the more important issue
of simply making better decisions and revisiting “old” ideas frequently
and improving on them.

Zami is the only one who keeps his silence (At least when it comes to Kol

Soteh) and | respect that! The Vatikim (Dead or alive) are all to an extent
— my family and so | care for them and | hope and trust that the members
of what is today s — Kfar Hanassi will find a way to resolve and correct the
“zami” issue for his sake and the members. That is how you respect Zami
and the memory of the vatikim.

*** Hi Zami, | hope you are well and not letting any of this get to you. |
am wishing you all the best. ***
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A nOte tO Mr. D. / Yoram Benchaim

Mr. D. As far as | am concerned, David is doing a fantastic job with Kol Soteh and

if he is to be fired will be my decisions — not yours!

Do not forget that | am related to Mr. B.G. and he is a very important member of
the Kibbutz.

Also — | take Rosh Pinah to Las Vegas any time, any day. Las Vegas is to me a city

that should have never been built..... of course it had to be a Jewish man idea to
built an unnecessary city in the middle of a desert just so the Mafia will have a place
to “clean” their dirty money.

The only interesting man made visual construction in the area is the Hoover Dam

some 30 miles away from Las Vegas. A project that made sure in the 1930°s that not
a drop of water from the Colorado river will ever reach the Gulf of California delta
and estuary including Mexican farmers. Things have somewhat improved since
then.
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AUthoritY: / Yoram Ben Chaim

A concept and position that | never got on well with. Both the concept and the

position are meant to be challenged (like rules and laws) and never accepted at face
value (Apparent worth or value as opposed to REAL worth). Too many people take
the words, ideas and instructions of people in authority as the only right way to
abide by.

He /she are the Prime minister, The Doctor, The Police or army officer, The Rabbi,
The teacher, your parents — etc.... they should know best — NO? Well no is the
correct answer.

I am not preaching for Anarchy (I like order) it is just the ever repeating patterns

that too many people in power at some point earlier or later do become convinced
that they do know better than everyone else and so their word carries more
wisdom and knowledge and their position allows them to enforce their ideas on the
rest of us.

That is when it is time for a “revolution” be it in school, the army, politics, at work

or on the street — not necessarily a violent one (I despise violence) but the simple
demand by any human from another human, that whatever is needed done or
followed makes common sense and is never arbitrary. | served for 5 years in the
Navy and ever since disliked with deep passion this “Uniform culture” we are so
obsessed with — | out rank you, so you do what | say whether right or wrong. This
“culture” surrounds us all our life and is the main reason we MUST challenge
authority always.

My good friend in High school and later the Navy, always said to me” “Yoram

why dont you learn from the willow tree as it bends in the wind to avoid being
broken by it” which is a good idea for many occasions, but at some point you must
take a stand for what you believe to be right and good even if it breaks you rather
than being constantly smitten by the many authoritarians in your life. The best
place | believe to learn from is science — even the great Einstein was repeatedly
challenged on his ideas and he himself challenged his own concepts of the universe,
calling one of them — The cosmological constant:”The biggest blunder of my life” or
so the story goes and it is really the necessary need to never accept your own ideas
as the ultimate wisdom that makes science so attractive to my way of thinking — or
maybe not!?

Now | could really use a joint —anyone?

Yoram.
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