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Responding Yoram ; earasen resher

Yrm,

I think that you should reread Deutch’s book... No, I’ve not read it but

from your citation and the cover blurb it’s not hard to figure out what
it’s about.

You criticize Uri for thinking everyone in the mess that is the
Israel/Palestinian fiasco is right. In fact everyone is right and wrong.

The reasoning here is simple and a priori, that is without knowing the

facts of the case we can assume that the various positions, ideas, etc.
are right and wrong. Simple. If every increment of wisdom only brings
us to the threshold of the infinite (actually, | prefer the
indeterminate...sorry | have problems c cognizing infinities, eternities,
and the like), then, while wisdom suggests that we are right, the
indeterminate suggests that for some yet unknown reason we are surely
wrong.

Which brings up another issue. If we cannot know if we are absolutely

right or wrong, then absolute Truth belongs only to true believers who
as | more or less hinted above are always wrong.

How else can | help you?

Victor (Baraq) Friedlander (ben Resheph) 09/06/2016
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ON POLITICS AND MADNESS / Yoram Benhaim

Rafael Thank you for your kind words, although i doubt that they describe me as i
really am it is still nice to read. | followed Mandela's life story and i strongly believe
he is possibly the greatest leader of any people throughout written History. South
Africans are very lucky to have had such a person in their midst. i am not sure i
understand your Dualism Vs. Monotheism. Which dualsim are you discussing:
Religious? Philosophical? Psychological? and how exactly is monotheism better, or
in your words: " By contrast, people that embrace Monotheism take on
responsibility for their own fate seeing this as a necessity for a moral life" -- lost
you there Rafael. Biblical Jews, Christians and Muslims all monotheist religions
have killed in the name of their God uncountable amount of people and are
responsible for more atrocities than Genghis khan. Please clarify.

This is me when i am happy.... kind of.

Mr. D is right about the seriously fucked up political system in Israel and the reason
is a simple one. Among the Democracies of the world Israel is the least
representative of the people due to the fact that a very small amount of voters can
become a party in the Knesset and so the majority of voters never get their wishes
since it is always compromised by the minority parties that are part of the ruling
government that must include them to become a majority. If you have ten or more
parties each one can have a large voting power just because they are needed to
take the largest party over the sixty members required in a 120 member Knesset.

The USA system is not much better when a state with 650 thousand residence such
as Alaska has the same representation in the Senate as New York or California with
some 30 million residence each. As far as i am concerned no system is full proof
and the only real solution is in Education especially Civic education.

Both you and i will be long gone before any of this changes and i consider the
Labour party under Ben Gurion and later Golda Meir responsible for this messy shit
and to add insult to injury they are also responsible for the occupation of the West
Bank and Gaza and the moral decline of the nation as a whole.




The USA has gone mad a long time ago. A few hours ago a lone crazy asshole killed
49 people and injured more than 50 others. Just going to a club or school or
walking the streets in this berserk land could mean the end if your life and it boils
down to one major issue that has been haunting this country since it was founded
in 1776. GUNS! most americans including Democrats and many progressive
liberals believe in the right to bear arms as a natural right of every american and it
has been established in the amendments to the constitution.

According to the published statistics the USA experiences a mass shooting once
EVERY DAY!!!! Yes every day and it is not a problem of religious fanatics but the
fact that in many states any lunatic can purchase a gun and in some states even a
tank if so they wish. Some 89 people on average die every day in the USA from gun
violence.

The country is very sick, all you need is watch TV for a few minutes to realise how
low and stupid it has sunk. Reality shows, fast food ads, 40 millions living in poverty
as bad as some third world countries, gun violence, racism, bigotry, Corporations
that are pure evil, Supreme court that half its members are complete idiots, health
system that kills thousands of people every year, simply due to the fact that they
can not afford the cost of hospitals and medicine, Congress that is run by
Republicans that their one and only mission is to take power at any cost even if it
fucks up the country..... and on and on and on.

If you wish to validate the notion that humans are their own worst enemy in a
country that has all it needs to be great but is not, just look at the american people.
Not that the rest of the world is doing any better! There are small pockets of sanity
though very rear and mostly invisible, but they give me hope that maybe before it
is too late we can pull ourselves out of the scum we created and bring sanity into
our lives - AMEN.

Yoram Benhaim.
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What about Monotheism? ,oaideimen

Rafael, in response to your article | found it proper to use the English language. After

all we are in the business of discussing things and trying to understand one another.

Monotheism by definition is faith in one single entity. Monotheism is probably the

only thing that is common with the three main religions: Christianity, Islam and
Judaism.

You also mentioned Dualism which from my understanding of your article, is a system
where there is always someone to blame. Someone else. Anyone but me. For me
Dualism is the lack of ability or intention to take responsibility for one's life. It is the
unwillingness to accept the image in the mirror as myself.

You tie this in with Monotheism being a way out of the dilemma of Dualism.

That last part is beyond me. | do not see the connection.

There are many millions on this planet who are officially Monotheistic followers, most
of whom belong to one of the three religions | mentioned above. Yet history shows us
that being Monotheistic does not stop cruelty, wars and other atrocities. Crusader
wars were "in God's name", for instance. Extreme Islamists are responsible for much
of today's terror activities in the world. Extreme Jewish sect are responsible for many
savage acts such as burning people alive or assassinating our Prime Minister.

So Monotheism as such is not a safeguard against cruelty and wrong doing in God's

own eyes.
It takes more than believing in God to be a positive good person.

God gave us this apparatus we like to call "A Brain". | believe He did that so we

wouldn't be robots and automatons. He gave us what we call "Free choice". The
reason HE did that was so that we would come to Him on our own decision, as free
agents if you will, as opposed to sheep who follow a Shepard blindly.

We sure made use of that "free choice" gift, Cain started that by killing his own
brother Able, and we haven't let up since.

What | am saying is that Monotheism is not a cure. It is an opening for mankind to

see straight and take responsibility for it's actions. Yet it does take an action without
which Monotheism is useless.

Now | know you to an extent and I'm sure you have a point behind mentioning what

you mentioned, yet that point alludes me. So if you could expand on that | would be
grateful.
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Nostalgia Ain't what it used to be
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