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ON "ISTRA BALGINA" & JUSTICE IS WITH
ssssse EVERYONE? / Yoram Benhaim

Friends and country men (David and Uri) i could have not disagree more with your

David you did not answer any of Mr. D points of view, who never even mentioned

that peace will come easy (It want be real peace for at least a generation or two
later) but it has to start at some point. YES only peace can truly be a barrier from
war, i know of no other way - do you? The "stories" you tell regarding Palestinians
are irrelevant to the peace theme and only come to highlight our desperate need
to somehow justify the crimes committed by the State of Israel for the last 40 plus
years.

Yes Occupation of other people’s land by any means is - UGLY to the core and

creates Fascism as was painfully described in Dudo’s article.

U ri my good man - never is everyone Right or Just) regarding any single topic

and there is no such thing as a personal truth..... only truth which is absolute! You
tend to mix metaphors (Truth and Justice) do not go hand in hand in life, which is
unfortunate but for me at least truth is less important than justice, which should
be pursued until achieved, whatever is the truth!!!

Saturday morning i am spending the morning with my Grandson Liam, just the

two of us. He is so beautiful it hurts and when he is in the mood, he would hug me
and lough and the world is all of a sudden - just perfect! | worry for him, my life
was always a struggle physically and mentally trying to keep up with the daily
demands of work, family, failures, small successes some times and just plain
existence. But it all seem easy compare to what the future holds - fanatic religion,
extreme violence, growing Nationalism and a very scary environment that cares
nothing for our stupidity and will wreak havoc on the planet if we do not take
drastic measures and correct some of the damage we have created. Even if we do
the climate change is here to stay and Humankind will either suffer extinction or
will evolve and learn to respect the planet.

I was always taught to leave a place at least as clean as i found it, which i try and

do but between greed and ignorance humans seem to have forgotten this basic
rule. So i worry for my Grandson!




.lust finished cooking Turkey Burgers and Cumin black beans rice for dinner and

trying to think of something smart to write. It seem that every topic of every subject
has been written about by someone and keep writing about them is a waste of time -
NO it is not, not when the subject is important to our understanding of self and
nature and advances our ability to deal with what seem to many as out of our hands.

The more we learn, the more

we decide our future although
as David Deutsch writes in his
amazing book (The beginning THE

of infinity) No matter how much

we learn and advance... we are

and will always be at the B E E I N N I N E
beginning of infinity regarding
knowledge, since knowledge

is infinite so we never know
everything and never will.

Not a direct quote but close enough! I N F I N I T Y

A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

OF

We must, i believe instal the

i £ - 1
need for knowledge (Curiosity)

which is natural to humans and

other species so we never think n Av I n n E u T s c H
we know it all we will never
even come close. AUTnoR on

@ THE FABRIC OF REALITY

Except for Mr. D i recommend you all read this book -- Deutsch was born in Haifa,
Israel and is a Professor in Oxford, UK.

Anyone has a joint to spare?
Yoram.




For kol soteh submission: ; rasei tinger @

Most important - we love you all. We love kol soteh. We love all the different opinions,
we love all the Hebrew which we don't understand. We love it all because we know, know
and know that via this forum decent hearts are connected - this is kol soteh, mazal tov
gadol.

We are living in the south of the globe, that is where our heads are actually hanging down
into the universe, imagine this; so what is north and what is south? We got to know your
names but can't put a faces to them, especially when, living here in the south, we must
look up northwards. Would that be construed as idolatry if you publish the letters with a
picture insert?

Now, we got to know a bit about Yoram - a real interesting and outspoken fellow - he
thinks, he is deep - seems to be a great guy. Yoram talks in the last kol soteh about his
disappointment in Israel's politics which alerts me to say this: we, in South Africa, are
going through a monumental transformation. Our society fuses the previous
English/European position with African concepts. South Africans, irrespective of colour
and culture, have to go through this process, but, admittedly, it causes problems and
bottlenecks. In short, it is a huge learning curve for all of us to figure out how we can live
together, peacefully. The saving grace is our constitution which is good and the
constitutional court is upholding it.

Last year | bought Rabbi Jonathan Sacks' book 'The great partnership' and

| recommended this book to your readers and also in response to Yoram's letters.
Recently, | bought another book from Rabbi Sacks, 'Not in God's name'. Yoram, don't be
afraid, it is not a 'religious' book rather a study in sociology, and yes, it does draw on the
Tanak. What do we get out of this book? It describes, very neatly, that the major reason
for conflict, no matter where, is caused by 'DUALSIM'. Dualism produces a hate and
blame culture, both being strategies of DENIAL: "It wasn't me, it was them, | acted in
self defence, | am the victim not the perpetrator.” By contrast, people that
embracesMonotheism take on responsibility for their own fate seeing this as a necessity
for a moral life.

MONOTHEISM offers a way out of the world's
dilemma. Most of the world operates on the
dualistic principle and a change of that is
unlikely to happen. However, as individuals
we are able to examine ourselves and begin
to align ourselves with a monotheistic
understanding. That's why this book was
written - it is a real gift to people of our time.

Shabbat shalom
Rafael
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