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Stop press !!
We were given notice that the honorable Lippa couple have been married

Well, Sylvia and Yossi, you have my condolences.... er.... sorry,
| mean our congradulations of course.

Sylvia, | don't know how you did it !!!

Oh! Hi there Yossi..... :-)
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MEddIing with medaIS/ sylvia Lippa

Hi There Anyone Who'’s Out There
and Can Be Bothered To Read This

I get the Kol Soteh and read some of it sometimes. Yossi reads less of it

less times! But we just saw and enjoyed the cartoon of Sarah and Bibi
and so | thought I'd say that we loved it. Thanks to Sarah and Bibi for
motivating me to write. Yossi would have written but he missed the
writing class in Ayelet, and the class, and the ..........and ............

Actually | had thought of writing something before this but decided

that our lives and thoughts are too conventional for you “Sotim”.
However, maybe some of you out there might be interested to know
that next week Yossi and | will have been married for 50 years. Yes, it’s
50 years since we stood under the chuppa that was held by Uri Golan,
Laurie Dickson, Nelson and ....who the heck was the fourth? (Uri Shuval
or David maybe?)

So all medals for long term achievement, or commiserations, can be
send to us in Kiryat Haim.

Yossi and Sylvia Lippa
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What you always wanted to know
(and were afraid to ask....)

A group of names you are sure to be familiar with are listed here:
Segun, Rukbah, Navi, IC59, Achird, Schedir, & Caph.

Now, you are obviously asking yourself a very well used question:,
Namely..... WTF?! ..... right?

Well let me show you what this group is all about. Remember this is an all important
issue we are dealing with and the more you know about it the better.

But first, A diagram:
1 34 7

5
2

So? you may well ask, and | will tell you because | respect your curiosity.

1. SEGIN is a BE star 412 light years away from Earth

2. RUKBAH ("Knee") is a binary of Algol - 99 light years away from Earth

3. NAVIis a BE star too and is a "mere" 613 light years away.

4.1C59, a defused Nebula. | would be defused too with such a name.

5. ACHIRD is an Rs Cvn type, 19 light years away, but you knew that, right?!

6. SCHEDIR means "breast". This little fellah is cooler than our sun but is very
much brighter. It is an "Orange Giant" as classification goes.

7. Last but not least is CAPH, meaning "hand", a Delta Sct Giant!!

This is the bunch that make up the well known "Cassiopeia" we all know, and that is
named after a very vain queen in greek mythology.

So now you know !!!
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ABOUT A NAVAL BATTLE THAT LASTED LESS THAN AN HOUR AND A
LIFE BATTLE THAT LASTED 42 YEARS. / Yoram Ben-Chaim

On the first day of the Yom Kippur war, actually the first hour, a gun boat (Dabur)

entered a small but deadly harbor on the Egyptian side of the Red Sea. The
commander has not been informed of the war, but was ordered to enter another
harbor and sink as many boats as possible. When the two boats unit arrived at the
target harbor it was empty. So our brave commander decided to continue to
another harbor and try his “luck” there.

Once they arrived at the next port one gun boat was ordered to stay out and

patrol and our commander entered the port ready to blow up anything that was
worth shooting at. Not having any information regarding the harbor or its defense
system the welcome party of some ten gun boats and Egyptian commandos in
rubber boats plus a whole army unit sitting around the perimeter of the port with
blazing guns was a complete shock to the crew. Within seconds the air was riddled
with bullets and wounded or dead soldiers.

As the commander tried to exit the port the boat got stuck on a reef in the middle

of the harbor and was now dead in the water target for the Egyptian guns. My
friend (D) who was the Bosun (Look it up) was handling the large gun in the front of
the boat, got hit immediately through his arm but kept shooting at the boats and
the guns positions on the sides of the harbor. Meanwhile the Engineer restarted
the engines and with the help of the second boat tried to get off the reef.

Since the “true” tell of what actually happened during this time is up to each

individual, | will not bore you with the details. At the end of the battle the two gun
boats got out of the port with some bullets holes and the unit had one dead soldier
and few wounded. Once back at the base the officers went for a summary talk with
the chief of the base. No soldiers were invited! As a result of the conclusions
reached at that meeting, the officers and the engineer received the Medal of
Honor each.

Forty two years later in 2015 my friend D. received his letter of bravery under fire

and was finally given the full compensation for the PTSD he has

been suffering ever since that day. All those years D went through the most
horrific mental breakdowns that landed him in one Hospital after another,made
him try and commit suicide over and over again and ruined his marriage. "You can
not begin to imagine the mental black hole i have been in" he once told me. It took
two devoted nurses a woman and a man to slowly help him out of the

terrible depth of his PTSD.



Forty two years he fought the "SYSTEM" that is the Government that sent him to

war trying to receive what is coming to him as a wounded veteran and tell the
truth as to what really happened that day in the Egyptian port.

Only after an ex Navy high ranking officer who devoted his life to study the

History of the Israeli Navy and came to his aid and with the testimony of the
"other" soldiers that were on that Gun boat was it recognized that the ONLY
soldier actually standing and fighting and sinking two gun boats and hitting several
gun positions on the docks was my friend D while the officers either took shelter in
the bridge or were lying down on the deck and shooting Egyptian commando
soldiers that had to jump into the water.

Even then the Navy would only recognize his bravery in a small and private

ceremony that only his mother was allowed to be present in, so as not to "hurt"
the credibility of the officers and the chief commander of that base, who simply
lied about the event.

So i ask you who is the real enemy?....... the Egyptian soldier who is shooting at

you and trying to kill you, or is it the Government that sent you to war and then
refused to take responsibility for the terrible consequences that D will have to live
with for the est of his life!?

Just asking.
Yoram.
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"David (your turn) i was touched by your War story and just wanted to point out
something that was missing in your story .... almost Freudian. In the story two
Shabac agents brought two "suspects” for an interrogation you do tell us what
happened to the officers after the blast, but you do not mention at all what was the
fate of the two "suspects" ---- am i missing something? | do hope this memory
fades fast and better ones take their place."
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Memories / Yoram Ben-Chaim

rEe

We all tend to remember events in different ways. Our memory always plays

tricks on us and even if we are a 100% sure that our recollection is the "true" one,
the chances are very high that we got it wrong, at least to some extent. So it is our
duty when writing Historical "facts" that we corroborate the details of any event
with care and get as many as possible different or same views from people that
were present at the time or otherwise were involved in the event we are writing
about.

The one and main "thing" i took from my life on the Kibbutz, was that we as a

whole always made sure that the less fortunate among us are being taken care off
and given equal or better chances to live their lives to the best possible outcome.
Kfar Hanassi although i am sure was not perfect, was without a doubt way better
than most. | do not think this attitude and Philosophy of life that our vatikim had is
still relevant to the life in Kfar Hanassi today. | remember the time when my first
teacher Shoshana Edelstein was sick with cancer, the Meshek sent her to the best
hospital in the USA and also sent my mother to be with her during Shoshana last
days. The money was not an issue, only the best care for a member would do.

This is not the only story from those times and many more are true. So what

happened? we "evolved" into a typical middle class society that cares for MONEY
and POSSESSIONS! Maybe that is more inline with the rest of the world, but sure is
not what my parents would of want. | was sadden by the article Ami Ben Zvi wrote,
and if even only part of it is true - SHAME ON YOU KFAR HANASSI!!! At least spare
the VATIKIM from these obnoxious practices. My parents in there last years could
not afford to buy a Fridge or a TV or fix their dilapidated house. We the kids helped
where we could (never enough) but it is a sad statement when a parent needs help

I was a young boy maybe 10 or 11 years old when i realized that the life on the

Kibbutz was not meant for me, there was no real challenge to be better or excel
since there was no reward attached - every one was "equal"! or so i believed and
that did not sit will with me. Today when i am somewhat older and maybe
somewhat wiser and far more experienced in the realities of life that past way of
life seems a lot more attractive and right! So it is sad for me to see that it is no
longer how the Kibbutz operates (I do understand the reasons) but was hoping that
some remnants of those gone by days are still part of "my" Kfar Hanassi.
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Lets go Bonobos. Yoram.
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