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Kol soteh then and now

When it first came out, | was not really involved. Naive, a soldier, new to the
country and Kibbutz and had not really established political views.

The kibbutz was a wonderful place in my eyes. All | ever wanted was to finish the
army and drive the blue Ford transit that transported me to paradise: The Hula
cotton fields. There awaited my wet dream: John Deer tractors; Na'an sprinklers
lined up, 12 meters apart, all working in unison, creating a musical tone as their
little hammer spins them around (with a 5 mm nozel and a tiny side hole that
allowed for the best water distribution - yes | still remember 40 years

later!); neatly sown rows of cotton seedlings stretching forever into the distance.
Oh and | almost forgot - and that's not a good sign - A secret scam that | can now
reveal: scantily clad girls who we pretended we needed to look for bugs in the
plants. It must have worked: | married one of them and she is with me to this very
day!

And now decades later Kol Soteh (I dont want to even try and translate it into
English as it sounds pornographic) is reborn.

The John Deer tractors have long gone, sprinklers replaced by marching- line
irrigation machines. The girls are all grandparents now and fully dressed.

Someone once said (it was Werner Erhart, but thats for another day): People are
scared of change. But change is a constant. Its one of the few things we can rely
on.

So the Kfar Hanassi that Kol Soteh finds today is vastly different. So many changes,
too many to list. Who doesn't remember waiting in line to make a phone call on
the only available dial up phone that sat outside Chader Weizman. No privacy,
and usually no getting a line either! Now as | sit here with my lap top, | can if |
choose to call Amnon in Canada and report that my tractor has broken, via mobile



phone, cordless land line, skype, whatsapp, viber, Facebook, E mail and | am sure
| forget a few.

And yet, with all the changes KH is thriving and | still love it. Not for me the
negativism | sometimes hear. Oh dear, where are going, what society have we
created, Ma Yihe?

For me its all part of the ever evolving community called Kfar Hanassi. The
changes are all part of the 'game'. How boring it would be if nothing had changed.
Its an emotion | feel when visiting Mea Sheraim. They are dedicated to no change.
Ok, each to his own. Not for me. | say bring it on.
The sprinklers are still spinning.

Roy Bouskila




March 5 2016

Dear Kol Soteh

First, many Kudos to David for not giving up and insisting
that some kind of written communication from our beloved home,
KH, would continue after the demise of Divrei. I for one welcome
the return of Kol Soteh, and I told him so last week when he
stopped over for a “Cuppa & Bikie”. He insisted that I must write
as well as read, so here I am, the old Kibbutznik following rules
and instructions.

So recently, Natan and I stopped in for a short visit to K.H, to
help rearrange our Mom’s house to include a “Metapelet
Philipineet”. From the outset we had strict instructions; tend to the
business/assignment at hand, and only when completed, can you
socialize with friends and classmates. The boss (Aviva) spoke and
we jumped... LOL. The assignment was completed to everyone’s
satisfaction, and we even managed to hire Jo (a lovely Philippine
woman) to move in with Ima and take care of her 24/7.

Just want to mention other highlights of our short visit. We
stopped by the “Mifgash” every day either for lunch or “Aruchat
Esser” for tea, and it was great seeing all the older folks (Vatikim)
huddling around the table discussing important topics of the day,
and reminiscing about “The Good Old Days”.

Another highlight for me was the few conversations, beyond



the “hello how are you?”, that I had with people who wanted to
know what Donald Trump was up to, and what I thought of a
possible Trump Presidency, and would it be good for the Jews?
Well, I do think that possibility is quite remote, and no, he would
not be good for the Jews! However, the process is certain to be
very entertaining (check out the last Republican debate). By the
way, [ am not sure that Bernie Sanders in the White House would
be good for the Jews either.

However, my main concern and topic of interest was the
goings on with the “Refusnikim” at KH, and the fact that people
are suing each other and the Kibbutz in this beloved home of mine.
I kept thinking that my Dad would be turning over in his grave at
the thought of what “his” Kibbutz has come to? How on earth are
you all going to come out of this? My sincere hope is that
common sense will prevail, and that some compromise, acceptable
to all will be reached in the very near future.

In the meantime, here’s wishing you all a super weekend.
That is all for now, I am off to KAYAK to check on cheap flights

SO we can visit again this summer.

Shmulik
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My childhood on the Kibbutz / pavid eiiman

Our parents, the Vatikim created what | know as my home. They did a great
job putting together a place where there was nothing except rocks, stones
and thick mud. They were young, naiive, full of ideals and empty of basic
family know-how.

With all that energy turned into creating a homeland for a people who
were on the verge of being extinct through Mankind’s hateful conduct, they
created a miracle and that miracle turned out to be our home.

The “New human being” was an ideal that would bring equality and justice
to all people regardless of gender, color or financial standing.

Those were glorious days and the community throbbed with excitement as
things moved from good to better and on.

As Mankind would have it, babies were born and children became part of
the community. We, the children were loved and treated accordingly, yet
work was an ideal in itself and like it or not, we were “in the way” in the
sense that we needed lots of attention. Attention that was very much
needed for the great ideal of “Work”.

As one of the Vatikim put it: “The only place where Success comes before
Work is in the dictionary”.

And so precious time was divided between work and our upbringing.
Parents did not spent all that time with us children as work demanded
otherwise. Parents did not decide about us either. This was done at the
general assembly, the “Asefa” where everyone had a say in the matter.
For efficiency reasons we were stuck together in communal houses which
meant that one or two grownups could deal with 15-20 kids. That was very
efficient indeed!

| saw my biological parents about 2 hours a day at the most. | don’t
remember time with them at their “Place”. Their “Place” wasn’t a “Home”.
It was known as a “Room”. | don’t have a clear picture of my parents
“Room” either. | don’t remember any conversations we had, if we did.

| do know my parents loved me and did what they thought was best.

| know too that if and when | ever write a book about my life, it will be
titled:

“ An orphan with a hundred parents “



A SHORT ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING “GOD”.

“Religion is an insult to human dignity. Without it you would have
good people doing good things and evil people doing evil things.
But for good people to do evil things, that takes religion.”

The quote is by the Nobel Prize winner the Physicist Steven Weinberg, and 1
could not agree more. My issue is directed more towards the — Enablers and
Accommodists ( A term used by the Evolutionary Biologist Jerry Coyne —
Read his books, he is almost as good as Richard Dawkins the very famous
Scientist who wrote some 12 books, regarding evolution and religion)!!!

Enablers and Accommodist are the very big majority of every religion,
whom are not very religious themselves but who will always stand up to
protect the ultra-religious who they consider “closer to God” and so have
some special rights and posses “God and stricture knowledge” as if there is
such a knowledge, or that this supposed “knowledge” is not to be disputed
since it is the realm of the soul and the direct words of god to humans --------
------- are they kidding? No they are not they are very serious and so very
dangerous!

I cry for the country my father and mother helped build and that betrayed
them and their dreams of real equality, justice for all, compassion, tolerance
and freedom. Until a few years ago, I used to put on CD"S of Eric Einstein
singing Shirei eretz yisrael hatova, every Sunday morning and just sit and
cry for my loss and longing for this dream my parents had. (What a
Shmock)! It is almost funny that I own four Passports but do not feel that
any one of these countries is home and so adopted the notion that since
planet earth is the actual location universal wise, I tell people who ask (not
too many) that this is my home — what is yours? I do think that if more
people adopted this notion it would be that much easier to identify oneself
and everyone else as just people for better or worse and not immediately
attach a “caricature” to that person because she/he is from that country.....
refuse to be a Jew or a Christian or a Muslim from any country, I just want
to be a human from planet earth — A planet in the Solar System that is itself a
very small part of the Milky way Galaxy, which is a very small part of the
Universe!



Who needs a “GOD” when one has Nature and Science?? Need a miracle
(Not that they exist) just look around and breathe in the “miracle” of life —
read some Science books and realize that the “HOLY” books, which ever
they are and whatever religion they belong to are nothing but the writings
of ignorant and conniving men who needed power and control over people
for their own benefit — not the people!

So my final words to GOD are: FUCK OFF! - NOW!!! and to all the
enablers and accommodists — any chance you might consider moving to
planet Venus? It is really the right place for those of you who believe in
HELL. Since you have and still do bring hell to earth and are destroying this
planet every day, i promise you will feel very much at home on Venus and
we (The Atheists) will try to save what ever is left from planet Earth for the
future of all living and non living things.

Yoram.
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