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Dad,

You have been, and still are, our moral and ethical compass. That's how you
raised us.

You were always the older dad in the group — by far.

An "old-school" education of a child who grew up in a Chaider and later in
the British education system in Dublin, Ireland.

A struggling family. You learned on your own as a Jew in a Christian
environment that you had to work hard to survive, harder to excel, and even
harder as a child with dyslexia in a place and time that didn’t understand what
dyslexia is .

You told us that despite the objective difficulties, you excelled in everything
(according to metrics, of course) along with your good Jewish best friend
Ralph that kept on with you until last year.

Since you couldn’t write while speaking (it just didn’t work together - Listening
and writing ) the learning method you developed was entirely memory-based.
Excellence brought scholarships that compensated for financial hardship and
allowed you to continue your studies.

That's how you taught us — tough, a high demand on ourselves. To be
precise, not to be distracted by the environment — 'Ask your inner voice what
is the right thing to do.’'

Every day when we came home from school, there was a clear question —
'Did you learn something new?' or 'What did you learn today?' If | answered
yes, the response was — 'Then it's a good day.'

Based on scholarships and excellence, you were also accepted into
engineering and began academia, An injury to your father — our Zeida, forced
you to stop your studies and help earn a living, and to a large extent changed
the course of your life. By moving to London and becoming involved in the
Habonim youth movement, you decided to make Aliya to Israel with a dual
ideology—Zionism as a national ideology—and 'to find a better place for your
parents to live', as a personal/family mission. Three years ago, on your 90th
birthday, | managed to tell you that | envy you for being part of the most
significant Jewish generation since Moses. A generation that came out of
World War 1l to the void that existed here and established a society,
settlements, and a leading state by countless measures.

You began your personal journey in Israel in Ammiad with Habonim Garin
Gimel and decided that the society there was not welcoming and pluralistic
enough for your parents. Therefore, you set out on a journey around the
country in search of a suitable place. You did this with Simon, who became
your close friend until last year. He is waiting for you. At the end of the
journey, you arrived here on Kfar Hanassi — you felt that you had found the
right community to accommodate your parents, and this is where you truly
brought them.




Your life here has always revolved around mission and action for the
movement/kibbutz/society/family, quiet endeavors— still waters, deep
plowing.

Working for the Habonim at a hostel in Jerusalem with youth from abroad (in
retrospect, as you confessed in recent years, you were also involved there in
extensive activities for the security forces — let's call it 'passport recruitment’).

Education in Kaduri boarding school —according to your words, one of the
roles in which you failed spectacularly, and therefore, with proper humility, you
handed over the field to others. As you said, 'If you're not good at it after truly
trying — leave it to those who are.’

You were very proud of taking over the management of the fish ponds and
bringing them to economic heights, and later as an operations manager in the
factory and establishing the Machining center.

Throughout this time, you never stopped learning — you were a tireless
autodidact. History, birdwatching, Mishna, Talmud and Gmara, operations
management, and on and on.

For every question that came up in the living room, there was an answer in
one of the hundreds of books on the wall. That leap from the armchair in
enthusiasm to grab the right book and find an answer — how much
degeneration there is in Al...

In third grade, perhaps one of my greatest moments of pride — Yael Shperung
taught us Hebrew expressions. She reached 'Renaissance man' — and looked
for an example — you were the example she gave.

You were quiet, never the social center, but you were very social. There was
always a stream of people who came home, to the living room, to consult,
meet, find an answer, connect people, embellish with history, or 'What is a
kibbutz?'

There were always "adopted siblings” in the living room — volunteers, Hebrew
studio students (Ulpan) from all over the world. It was a lesson in giving and |
guess for us the kids also a method of exposure to the cultures of the big

world for children in a small community. Many of them are still in touch today.

You knew you came from a very small family, from a family that almost no one
else remained from — the Yodaikin family. Most of whom were exterminated in
the Holocaust;

when you accidentally encountered in the streets of Jerusalem another heavy
south African accented person who introduced himself first as Len (your
name) and later on, in his impudence as Len Yudaikin, something ignited in




you and sent you to An endless journey of researching our family roots. Like
everything else, you did it thoroughly and persistently, achieving incredible
results in both depth (tracing back to Rashi) and extent — about 8,000 people
whom you connected into a family association with meetings, aid funds,
rescuing people from behind the Iron Curtain, research trips, and more — not
bad for a kid from a four-person family and from your small Kibbutz
apartment.

Even in retirement, you managed to make a living from genealogical research
for people who requested it. It was a a combination of your passions —
research, mission, doing for the other, history, Judaism and Zionism.

Apparently, in all this dedication to others, you somewhat neglected yourself,
and at age 40, you were the "old bachelor" on the Kibbutz. But like everything
else once you decided this needed attention, you did this with excellence as
well, and you captured the most beautiful volunteer around. What a
relationship you grew — there’s nothing like it — mutual and blind love that
never ended or diminished — mutual respect, working for the benefit of each
other, and complementing each other. What luck, that despite your
toughness, you found the most accepting, gentle, righteous, and loving
person one could find, and together you were — an example of endless
partnership.

Somewhere in recent years, before you became foggy-headed, stories of the
MOSAD 'The Boys', as you called it, started to emerge. The most important
thing among them was that you gave up the chance to open a "station"
abroad because two weeks before that, you proposed to Mom, and you
agreed that she would come here.

Your love was proven over the past three challenging years Since the stroke.
Mom never gave up on you. Not even for a moment. and you, each time,
through the haze, even when it was very difficult to speak, what you would
say to me was (in many versions and forms) — "Take care of her". It seems to
me that you held on so long just because you cared for her. Dad, from here
it's up to us, the children and grandchildren, whom you loved so much and
were so proud of — be assured, rest in peace.

Perhaps one last point — you constantly sought to observe, learn, and improve
yourself. When | was 16, you told me for the first time that you love me — |
already said it — OLD School. On that day you also confessed that although
you knew your father loved and appreciated you, he never told you that. From
that day, you made sure to tell me that you love me more and more often,
until it became a habit. the barrier was broken.

Whoever reads this eulogy again will see that in every sentence there is a
moral or value — and that lesson was demonstrated to us through your life by




personal example to us - your children, and later to your grandchildren — this
is how you educated us: How to treat others, Zionism, take care of the
collective before the individual, hard work, study, perseverance, continuous
improvement, listening to the inner compass, and much more.

That’s it — you went through a lot good and harsh. Never Never complaining.
| know you have a huge family up there that | know you're eager to meet.

Now that you have managed to overcome these stupide technicalities of
death barrier and time you can move forward to meeting, interviewing and
exploring, all your un reached ancestors.

We won’t keep you any longer — enjoy!
You were for us — a father, loving, tough, and a moral and ethical compass.

| try to learn from you as you taught us to do. From the good the better and
the lesser.

To my children | say | love them every day, and also to you.

We love you, appreciate you, and honor you — rest in peace, we are taking
care of Mom.

Hillel and Binny
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| was lucky to grow up with a father like mine. As a kid, he made our lives
simple by painting things in black and white. Everyone’s role was “clear.” If |
wanted love and warmth, | always knew where to find it — it wasn’t with my
dad. But if | wanted a safe place, if | wanted to know right from wrong, if |
needed moral advice, or if | was missing some details to complete the bigger
picture in front of me — | could always find an open door, clearity and a
willingness to share.

Although he showed us how to be tough, there was always humor in the
room. And boy, did he like it dry.

My father was born in Ireland. Not only was he a Jew in an unfriendly place,
but he was also small in size. So it makes complete sense that he relied on
his greatest strength — his mind. My father was an unofficial historian. He
knew more about world history than most of us ever will. He was also an
unofficial Jewish scholar — he knew the Talmud, the Gemara, the Mishna,
and I’'m sure a few other books I've never even heard of.

He was, however, an official genealogist — a field that perfectly connects
history and Judaism. In a time when there is endless debate and gaslighting
about our connection to this land, for us it was simple: my father proved that
we were descendants of King David, generation after generation.

I guess growing up in the Diaspora made him appreciate things we take for
granted — like traveling freely in our own land, speaking our own language
without fear. After all that, it made perfect sense for him to make Aliyah and
help build our country — whether by farming fish, (kind of) serving in the Air
Force, developing the kibbutz and the factory, all while never neglecting his
family across the world.

He loved meeting relatives, hearing their stories, and fitting them into the
great mosaic called the Yodaikens. He showed them they were part of
something bigger. He showed them they belonged.

It was only after | turned 18 that | began to see my father’s vulnerable and
gentle side. | saw him struggle with the changes happening around him,
losing interest in the present and getting lost in the past. But he always stood
tall, greeted us with a smile, showed interest in our lives — and if there was
room for a joke, he appreciated it, whether he was the one telling it or hearing
it.
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In the end, he taught us what truly matters in this world. The words he said to
us most often were the simplest and most powerful of all: “/ love you.”
| know the last three years were hard for you, and if | had any part in that, I'm
sorry. Please know that | heard you loud and clear every time you told me you
loved me — and | will forever cherish those words. | pray to God that you also
heard me when | told you the same — as you closed your eyes for the last
time.
You led a good and remarkable life. You did good for so many people —
anyone who knew you would agree. You built a home in Israel, a united family
that loves you and will always remember you.
Now you can rest. And I'd like to believe that you are reunited with all the
family and friends you loved and lost over the years.
| love you, Abba.

Hillel
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To our Dear Zaida

You lived in the guise of a tough guy, a tough grandfather, a tough father
- but we knew and maybe it's just a privilege of the grandchildrens that
you were actually one of the jokers.

You were funny and witty with an amazing memory.

For those who don't know, my grandfather was a genealogist, and his
connections were many and far-reaching. Every time | heard about
another cousin, a close friend who was also a family member, the
grandson of Zaida's grandfather's brother or the husband of a distant
aunt - he was interested, researched and found family connections in all
corners of the world and maintained correspondence and visits with
many people. When a question came up in the air, wondering about
some event in some year or about a close family member - distant, far-
distant and also close-close, the answers and the wealth of knowledge
simply flowed from you. Even on difficult days, even when you no longer
really heard or saw the questioners, when it came to dates and
calculations, | have never met a person with more knowledge than you.
My Zaida was a stamp collector, spoke many languages and was one of
the wisest people.

Zaida, you came to eat with us every Friday surrounded by Bobby, Hillel,
Gon, my parents and your grandchildren (us). You would sit at the end
of the table and look proudly at the beloved family you had established -
so thank you - thank you for choosing the best place in the world to
establish a family and thank you for raising us with respect and love.
Despite your harshness, you did not diminish your love and when
speaking was already difficult for you, the sentence you perhaps used
the most when addressing us was - “I love you.”

Even on difficult days, we grandchildren still managed to extract smiles
from you and you would respond with an effortful smile, a light
handshake or a kiss in the air-

Speech may have been difficult, but the wit would flow from you in a
rather surprising way and sometimes when

you said to me - “I love you”

And | returned it with - “| love you too”

You would surprise me with - “I love you three”.....

Then Zaida - “l love you ten” - And in Hebrew too | love you at least ten
and like me my brothers and sisters also love and miss you already

n'121NnN
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| want to share a few thoughts about my friend Lenny.

| had known him for close to eighty years. We went on holidays together, in
our bachelor days would

do all the usual young people stuff but with one difference. One could never
think of Lenny as young. He was very often the only adult in the room.

He had many talents but preferred not to talk about them. For years | was
convinced that he was totally non technical till | realised one day that his
technical training and skills were far beyond mine. To Lenny this made no
difference to our friendship.

Later in our lives when Carol and | were starting a family, we became an
inseparable three-some and could spend hours talking about anything, he
was so knowledgeable. As a child our daughter Sari was convinced he was
her uncle.

He was always very concerned about our welfare and while never prying was
always ready with helpful and sensible advice.

There were many things that happened in Israel and the world that angered
and upset Lenny but he took everything philosophically. | never heard him
swear.

One of the few things about Lenny that puzzled me was his distaste for any
sort of physical activity. He would much rather sit at home with a good book
or work on his family genealogy. He refused to learn to drive and turned
down requests to sit on committees even though on the occasions he did it
was with all his thoroughness.

| am reminded of the time in the early nineteen sixties when | was on the team
working in the fish-ponds, of which Lenny was put in charge. The equipment
and conditions were primitive and the work was hard but Lenny didn't "play
the boss" and worked side by side, often in freezing water, with the rest of
us. He never had a problem finding a driver to take him out to the ponds at

three o'clock on a cold and rainy morning.
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One day while taking a tank load of fish to the market in Tel Aviv, at a stop in
Hadera for a routine check, Lenny discovered that an air pipe in the tank had
come apart and if it wasn't fixed most of the fish would die. He had no choice
but to strip down to his underpants, jump into the tank and hope to find and
reconnect the pipe. After what seemed like minutes and onlookers began to
get worried he finally emerged triumphantly but missing the underpants. He
calmly got into the cabin of the truck where he was able to dry and dress
himself. The fish were saved.

\When Lenny finally married Shoshana it was, predictably, for all the right
reasons. True love is something that grows with time but their marriage was
also based on mutual respect and care for each other from the very beginning
and they raised their children with all the right values

Lenny was a friend not only shall | never forget, but whose memory his other

friends and family can be justly proud of.

Paul Bilgory
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