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UPON arriving to the kibbutz for an Ulpan in 1972, | was assigned to a family
to share Shabbat dinner with and help me integrate into the kibbutz system. |
was assigned to DOT AND SIMON due to my degree in Early Childhood
Education and | eventually worked with DOT in the GAN.

Dot and Simon were now my extended family and their loving four children
were by “extended family”. Dot and Simon welcomed me into their home and |
immediately felt like one of theirs. Dot worked miracles in the kitchen and
Simon made Shabbat dinner entertaining, all-inclusive and most importantly
sharing a few glasses of Scotch made the evening so much more “warm” .
Simon always was grateful when | would bring to their home my friends like
Mick and Nick who they also embraced as their “extended family” for many
years to come.

Simon and Dot helped shape my life on the kibbutz and welcomed me as
another family member. | will be forever grateful for that feeling of all-
inclusiveness | felt.

Simon would share with me his stories about his time as a child in France and
his bravery as a “hidden child” and | would listen with deep respect for his life
challenges. His attitude and passion for his family history and his life on the
kibbutz inspired me to want to LEARN MORE. | could not absorb enough of
his stories, bravery and ability to survive the atrocities of the world. His
extraordinary talent as a tradesman was a true gift and today | still covet his
jewelry pieces he gifted me.

My stay on the kibbutz lasted years and | was able to share many of my life
experiences. Simon & Dot were the first to know that | was going to get
married and they played such a vital role in making the experience so
meaningful, that included hosting my large family from the US and S. Africa
with grace and tireless enthusiasm. For that | will never forget that beautiful
day.

| will miss you Simon and wanted to thank you for opening your home and
heart to me. | will forever be grateful for your many shared stories, warm
evenings sipping scotch and looking out over the valley just watching the
stars.

| will now look up at the stars and know you are there.

You inspired me to live a more meaningful and
purposeful life and | will be eternally grateful.

Love always, Robin
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