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February 13, 2024 Eulogy for Ima Sheli

Many years ago, almost 16 to be exact, Ima made me promise her that |
would write her Eulogy before she died. It all started following the many
eulogies at Aba’s funeral, where a variety of people spoke very highly,
elegantly, beautifully and full of praise about him. She said at the time,
“what’s the point, he can't hear any of this!” She wanted to hear what |
was going to say about her, so that she could give her approval. 1 am so
sorry for procrastinating all this time and did not start writing this Eulogy
until 3 hours after getting the sad news.

So, sixteen years ago, at the funeral of Aba, | represented my brothers,
my sister and his grandchildren giving the Eulogy in English and
accompanied by the Manchester United anthem. Apparently, that was a
bit too much for some people, and others criticized me for not doing it in
Hebrew. Of course, | took no notice at the time. However, years later |
came to understand that in retrospect they may have had a valid point.
After all, he was the epitome of a Zionist and a Kibbutznik, and though
the family always spoke English at home, when he spoke of Kibbutz
business, as Gizbar, Mazkir, and so on, or even Israeli politics, it was
always in Hebrew. However, with Ima it is entirely different. She always
insisted speaking and being spoken to in English. Infact, the past few
years in Beit Yonatan she forced the Metaplot and other staff to only
converse with her in English. Why you may ask, well | am here to tell
you. SHE HATED HEBREW!! Therefore Ima, | will continue in English.

From day one in Mansura, in March 1949, she wanted nothing to do
with it all and asked to go home to the comfy life in Liverpool. But, as
she often reminded us, GOD, Aba insisted they stay and complete the
mission, building the Kibbutz and Israel. And so, she valiantly soldiered
on for the next 75 years.




Ima was known and revered for her acting prowess, especially those
famous Kfar Hanassi Zigs. She had a special sharp wit and British sense
of humor that was second to none. She had this knack of making friends
very easily using that sense of humor. | remember a notable example of
that when Chris and | visited Mount Beatitudes with her some years ago
and a bus full of Nigerian Pilgrims arrived and unloaded. Somehow, she
managed to befriend many of them. Using that wit and sense of humor
she soon was telling them stories of the early days of the Kibbutz and
the state of Israel. They absolutely loved her. She was “on stage” and
commanding the attention of many of those Pilgrims. It was a sight to
behold.

Other than GOD (Aba), |, Aviva, Natan and Yossi, the loves of her life, she
had one more absolute love and devotion — Frank Sinatra, Old Blue Eyes
tunes will be playing later. Aviva told me that in her last days of sleep,
the only thing that got a reaction from her, was when she played songs
of Frank on the phone that she placed next to her ear.

Finally, | don’t know this for a fact, | just know it is true, that in the
Jewish tradition, it is a well-known that God reserves the Shabbat for
recalling back only the very special people. Ima went to heaven last
Shabbat, because, as we all know in our hearts and minds that she
indeed was A VERY, VERY SPECIAL PERSON!! We all love you Ima very
much and wish that you rest in peace together with Aba.
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A few words from Chris, as she was not able to join us at this
celebration.

“I love you Shosh, may you rest in peace with Gershie. As a life-long Art
Educator, | have always appreciated and admired Shosh’s talent in
Embroidery and Stitchery. Our home is filled with her lovely works of
art, including Shmulik's favorite, “A Time for Tea”. We will always
treasure all these pieces of art. | have many fond memories of our travel
visits to her in Israel, where she always insisted that it was “Time for a
Cupper Tea”. | feel blessed that Shmulik and | got to see and speak to
Shosh on phone video the afternoon before she passed, where it felt like
now that she heard Shmulik's voice, it was time to go!!”

And a few words from Claire.

“I' love you so much, Savta! I’'m grateful that | was able to see you and
say goodbye when | brought my family back to the kibbutz this past
summer. We had a lovely time visiting in Liat’s home - your old home!
Although you didn’t really remember who | was, you were lively and
loving and of course entertaining. You made jokes and told stories and
my boys were smitten. They enjoyed spending time with you in Bet
Yonaton and it warms my heart that they had a chance to meet you and
you them. Saying goodbye this summer was hard, but I’ll hold on to
these memories and so many others. Even though we’ve always lived
thousands of miles away from each other, we shared a special
relationship, and you will always be in my heart.”




Also, Toby sent a few words.

There's a line that comes from the Doctor Seuss book "Oh the Places
You'll Go!" which reads, "Don't cry because it's over. Smile because it
happened” In other words, be grateful for life. Cherish it. Celebrate it.

| don't know how anyone could possibly think of my Savta and not be
reminded of her sense of humor. She was a constant entertainer. There
was always a joke to be had. There was always something to laugh
about. | think humor will get you through the worst and best of life.
Through war, through sickness, through happiness, and success. | think
Shosh used her sense of humor to get through a lot of things. I'm
grateful for the time that was given to me, to know and love my Savta.
She was an amazing woman, who lived a pioneer life. I'm grateful to
have been touched by her dashing self-deprecating humor, her hammer
wit, her kindness and her love of family.

Laughter is SO important, and Shosh inherently knew that. | think she
would have expected all of us to cry today, and together to share in our
sadness and sense of loss. But | think she would want us to have a good

laugh today as well. | wish | had a joke to offer that would break
everybody up and make her proud. But getting you to laugh was her job.

Like all of you, | will miss her terribly, but will remember the sound of her
voice in my head forever. I'm grateful that Shosh happened. Don't cry
because she is gone, smile because you got to know her.
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So | want to say thank you. Thank you for bringing me into this world
and for raising me the way you did. As many here know: | was a very
late child. Shmulik and Aviva were teenagers, Aba was ready to
move on with his busy life managing the kibbutz. But you insisted,
and you were determined to have another child. So Aba
relented. And there | was growing up, basically as a lone child, with
Aviva helping out as the loving big sister and Shmulik getting ready to
leave to the army. It is fair to say | was well taken care of. Spoiled

with so much love and caring and generosity.

Ima, you taught me kindness, you showed me wisdom and humor,
you inspired me to learn, to be a good listener. Most importantly, you

taught me how to make proper English Tea!

| remember when | left the kibbutz, you said to me — go figure out
the world and try to make it better, make good choices, and don’t
forget to come back and visit. | tried my best to come as often |
could. You hated the goodbys. | hated them too. But you and Aba
were always so supportive of me and my life choices. Over the
years, with every achievement and milestone | crossed, you
reminded Aba “and you didn’t want him.” Well, as you lay here next

to Aba, you can remind him of this again.




| will close with one of my favorite quotes of yours: “be good, and if
you can’t be good, be careful.” Well, as you join Aba here, | hope
you are both good and careful. | will miss you and always love

you. Restin Peace.

Your loving son,

Natan

| am sorry | am not there to say goodbye and share in a fond
remembering of Shosh. | first met her 35 years ago. It was 1989,
she and Gershie had come to the U.S. to see Natan. He and | had
met the year before. It struck me then, and then when | visited her
in Israel, and even later when | married Natan, how welcoming she
was, how warmly she embraced me. She really had such a big
heart, and she loved a big tent -- the more the merrier. | saw that
big heart even more when Natan and | had kids --she loved having
grandkids! And | loved her for how she doted on them. Best of all
was the attention she would give them. She would make them feel
like the center of the universe, listening to them, talking on their
level about the things they were interested in. It was such a gift. |
will miss that special lady -- her humor, her exuberance, and her

big heart.

With love,
Lena
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