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Village News: Winter is setting in and rain fall is considerable (if it's not
the end of it..) We now have 110 mm of which 90 mm fell in the past 4
days. The more the merrier!!

There is a group of 10 people taking part in the lecture series by Dr. Yossi
Halmish on keeping the brain active. The corse is being held in Ayalet Hashachar
and includes 8 meetings of 3 hours each. There is a good chance that there will
be an additonal series of lectures here in the area and if it does come to pass,
we strongly recommend that everyone sign up for it.

Last week the USA voted themselves another term for President Barak Obama.
At last that frees us up to think about the next round of voting here (for the
regional council) on 04.12 and then the one shortly after that (22.01.13) for our
own PM....presuming that there is an opposition candidate to Bibi Netanyahu.

Most of the candidates for head of the regional council have been here to talk
about how they view the job and what they see in the future of the area. They
have spoken to any number of people and all five candidates want the job....
Hmm....quess we'll just have o choose one and see.

On the same day of the regional council elections we also have the election for
the KH reprsentative o the regional council. In this case Erez Merav is the KH
choice for that post. Erez in abroad at the moment but by the time the council
holds it's first meeting, he will be back.

On the 04.12 some of the kibbutzim will also vote for the municipality council,
which according to the new laws are not just the members of the kibbutzim but
also all officially listed residents of KH. That way even if they are not members
they will have a repsresentative on the council dealing with municipal matters.
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A few days ago I heard noises coming from the shelter near my house and on
closer inspection found Tom Gerhman and Ziv Noy (cousins, who are also
councellers for the teenagers) cleaning up the shelter. Seems that the
teenagers took in onthemselves to clean up the shelters. "But you're councellers”
said I, "why are you doing it??" and they said theat they were just ‘finishing up'.
Whoever is doing it: thank you! At least the shelters will be ready, should we
need them...

If you're coing from north via Golani Junction nowadays - be prepared! The
junction is being widened, and they are putting in a fast track (fo avoid the
traffic lights). It makes getting to McDonald's a bit difficult and you have to do
a furn-around to reach the private road just to get there. In the end it is
supposed to put an end to the traffic pile ups on the junction going north and
south and shave about 10 more minutes of travelling time.

If you're searching for a place o buy neccesities cheaply, you might want to try
'Yoni's Market' in the industrial area of Hatzor. It's close to Lev HaGalil and
their prices for fruits and veggies are very reasonable. The only problem is
finding parking...which we hope wil improve.

Another place that has recently reopened is 'Gittel” in Rosh Pina. It's esthetic,
clean, interesting menu. The people who took it over are also the ones who own
'‘Amburger’ and whoever eats at one place gets 10% of f in the other. Worth
thinking about.

The column 'Good people in the middle’ has somehow stopped in the middle and T
hope to be able to open it again. The last column done was about Albert Eliav.

Shabbat Shalom and see you are kabbalat shabbat in the Club Room Friday
evening 16.11 at 18:00.

Gefen, Shachar, Moran, Shaked, Emma, Alon, Yehonatan, Gal and Bar's
Grandma Tamar




Birthdays:

18.11  Harvey Jackson 19.11  Shauli Easton

Ronen Forster Yifat Weissbecker

Teva Solomon (grandson) Gal Atir (Mendzagorski grandson)

Or Glick (grandson)

21.01 Eden Miller (Pearlson granddaughter)

20.11  Shoshana Kropero

David Telem 22.11 Meir Raines

Tom Lifschitz (Eder granddaughter) Ruti Gedalizon

Roni Ashkenazi (Kendal g/daughter) Donna Whitham

Naomi & Izik Forster (grandchildren) Nofar Molina

Doron Baldwin (Amar grandson)

24.01 Rachel Flink-Jackson 23.11 Afva Katz

Doram Wallach 24.11 Inbal Frank
Anniversaries:
20.11 Julia & Aryeh Nitzan

Shosh & Zami Ben-Zvi
22.11 Arva & Ariel Cina
Commemorations:
09.10.94 Mr. Israel Weiss n"un 17001 L
07.12.00 Jonathan Steel X"own 17002 "
18.12.08 Mrs. Ann Feinberg v"own 17002 N
NOTICES

EDUCATION - OUR PAST AND FUTURE

EVERYONE (parents, grandparents, future parents, students)

Is invited to come along to our sessions on education and where
education on KH is taking us.

Friday morning, 23/11 at 8:30 in the Club Room



Be Sociable or be Damned

Prof. Moshe Bar, who lived abroad for much ofhis life and is a renowned expert
in brain function, has decided to return to Israel live amongst friends and
colleagues.

Todays elderly are convinced that they can combat dementia by doing crossword
and suduko puzzles, learning another language or skill and constant reading. Prof.
Bar says that this alone is not good enough but that we must also change the way
in which we live.

Brain exercises are good, but it appears that these activities are much more
likely to help when we become more socially active and do things together.

Aging people who tend to lock themselves away in their homes and don't go out to
meet with friends or do social activities on a regular basis, loose memory at an
advanced pace. Just look at how their eyes sparkle when then return from social
activities and you can see the difference. Interacting with others is a key
componant of keeping dementia at bay.

With the lack of a communal dining hall we need to find ways to keep our social
contacts, whether it's a learning experience, field trips, club room or coffee
cloche. Enjoy each other!

Nurit

CLINIC
1. Winter has finally arrived. Flu vaccinations are available at the clinic.
Please remember that you have to wait another 20 minutes after
receiving the injection befor you leave.

2. Reminder: fron Tues. 22.11 the clinic will be closed every Tuesday
because the nurses are studying.
Stay healthy!
The Clinic Staff



Mazal Tov to Dina (Mimran) el Yehuda and all their family

on the birth of their first child, a son.
Grandson to Orna (Nemenov) & David Mimran

Great-grandson to Yael Neminov and Eddie Nemenov
=8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8=-8=-8=8=8

Mazal Tov to Bat-Chen T Or Doariand all their family

Of the birth of their fourth son.
Grandson to Tzion Doari and Gila Amit-Doari
Great-grandson to Tommy Amit and to Betty Doari

-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8-8

POLITICAL SCIENCE LECTURE - Current Events Forum

Yossi Melmin, (author of "Shadow Wars - the Mossad and the Internatioal
Intellegence Community") will speak on:

Nuclear Monopoly Doctrine - Iraq, Syria, Iran (and perhaps others)

Thursday 22.11.12 at 18:00 in Kibbutz Yiftach. Entrance fee: 10 NIS

Please call Ori Ganani at 052-6596512 to confirm particiation.
Many thanks for their joint organization for the "Where in the Galilee Forum” to the Cultural
Committee of the Regional Council and the Rosh Pina Community Center.

MIFGASH Activities - 18 - 12/11

Sun 9:15-10:15 Pot-Luck Breakfast
11:00-11:45 | Exercise - with Tal (she's good..!ll)
Mon 9:30-12:00 | Pre-Army group joint activities
10:00 Discussion: WHAT MAKES ME AN ISRAELI?
Organized by Mai and Elad, 2 people who left family and friends
abroad to come here and do their service
Come along to hear and be heard
17:15 Book Club - Israeli Literature (in Hebrew) - with Tamar
Tues 17:30-18:30 | Ethnic Dancing (come see what it's about)
Wed 11:00 Weekly Portion (English) - with Tirza Ben-David
Fri 10:00 70™ Birthday - Carol Lupov

~~Shabbat Shalom~~
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Many thanks to the Raines family for donating a cover for the Mifgash
Golf-cart so that we can use it in inclement weather to visit the home bound.

POB - Nowhere
If your week has been too tiring, than I suggest you pass over this letter and
read something a bit less strenuous.

Government workers are not particularly known for their willingness to help or
love of their jobs, but a job it is. Remember the red Mail car that comes along
and blocks the steps to the main office so you have to go all around in order to
check the rain guage, breathing curses under your breath? Well, here in New

Caledonia the Mail also acts os the local branch of the bank and runs on a very

French style beaurocracy which is as long as a baguette with (stinky) cheese.

This past week we've tried to untie the knots of the local banking system and
lessen (as much as possible) all the charges for various functions that even the
locals don't understand. We're also trying to do all this in a minimal amount of
time. Our new friends and neighbors managed to impress upon us that the
easiest way to handle things is simply fo open an account in the Mail Bank and
receive a check book that will enable us to pay rent, phone, internet, water and
other things, locally. Paying via Credit Card brings exhorbitant changes with it
and checks are less expensive. The local joke is ‘take a big breath before you go
in the door or you'll be chaged for the air'.

So why do you need a bank at all? Well, just to purchase a SIM card with a
monthly rate, you need to have an account. But in order to open an account you
need a permanent address, passports, local municipality form stating that you
are a femporary resident, and if it's a joint account you also need your (current)
marriage license, and receipts for rent, gas, electricity, water and insurance.

What could possibly be simpler on a small, exotic island in the breeze, in the
middle of the Pacific?



An ordinary Thursday morning. Adi & I finish breakfast and Elana and I take her
to school because we'll stop at the Bank on the way home and open an account.
We also try using some pertinent French idioms that are supposed to make life a
bit easier. Nous aimerions ouvrir un compte bancaire s'il vous plant. Trans: We would
like to open a bank account, please.

The local branch is simple and we take a number (like at the HMO back home) and we're
number 335 (Tamir, please don't laugh!). We relax onto the waiting chairs and I
practice the opening sentence a few more times before being called. The bell rings
and we approach window 2. Before I complete the sentence (without stmbling) she is
already writing the number '1000' on a slip of paper and says: Vous devez appeler mille
et prendre rendez-vous (trans: you'll need to call for an appointment) at a speed
approximating a fyphoon. We begin to understand that we won't be opening an account
on this day.

We have to call quickly as from 12:00 - 14:00 is lunch break and NOTHING is open.

But call we do and explain to the official that our rental contract only starts on the 1°'
of December. Ohlala he chants. He checks the book of rules (that hasn't been
updated since the Marines left after WW II) and tells us that we'll need to bring a
paid receipt for the electric bill. Can we also bring a note from the hotel where we've
been staying? Surement - we reply. At which point he tells us that the local branch has
no more free appointments and we'll have to go to the main branch and the earliest is
next Monday at 9:30. We'll take itl He then tells us to bring a qualified interpreter
with us when we go for the appointment bacause ‘in all likelihood the branch manager
will not speak Anglaise.

On return to the Ramada Hotel we ask to speak with the manager and explain that we
will need an oficial letter by next Monday stating that we have been living at the hotel.
Elana deals with putting fogether all the documents and I'm easy about the weekend
before us.

The weekend typhoon has passed and Monday morning I shave. At 9:00 Monique (our
translator) picks us up in her car and it looks like the entire staff of the Hotel is there
to wish us good luck.



On the way we idly chat about the upcoming school holiday. Parking by the main branch
of the bank is unavailable so we park by the vegetable market and walk fowards the 70
year old building (which look like something out of Lillienblum St).

People are miling about everywhere when we enter but we're unconcerned because we
have arranged this appointment in advance and look forward to meeting Madam Bouvair.
We find her office despite everything and wait. After a few minutes a dyed blond
woman comes out and invites us to enter. There are only 2 visitors chairs in the room
and she does nothing to rectify the situation. We are, after all, three people! Before
going further I stand in the corner and let Monique and Elana sit down. Elana submits
the documents that the bank clerk we had previously spoken with told us we would
need. Without missing a beat Mdm. Bouvair demands to see that we are listed as
husband and wife in our British passports and have the identical pictures. We must
proove that we are married according to law. For a moment I feel as though she must
be a regular official of the Shas Party or the Melanisian Islamic Front. Elana thinks
for a moment and then pulls ourt her laptop. We had previously scanned all of our
relevant documents into the computer as backup in case something was called for that
we didn't have on us. Mdm, Bouvair must now accept that perhaps this most unwelcome
couple of 'fourists’ are indeed married and disturbing her normal routine when she has
so many other things to attend to.

While signing various papers so that we will be able to put in a salary and pay our bills,
I casually ask to see a list of the different charges wwe will be subject to. Seems
that with this casually dropped remark I have put in danger the entire process. In the
third paragraph of the agreement it appears that we must pay all charges by check and
not credit card and the demand for a check book gives her the oppening she needs:
"Your letter of occupancy from the Ramada Hotel is not valid” she claims. We can
certainly open an account for you, says she, but the need for a check book means you
will have to have a permanent address (as opposed to a hotel). Finally, we negotiate
terms which will enable us to proceed and then she pulls out the joker. “If you're also
having foreign currency sent in from abroad then it will have to go via the local branch
and only then to the main branch, so you will be paying charges twice! I suggest you
open an account in a regular bank.”

lsT

Tired now? So are we, but this is only the 1°" installment.... Have a good weekend.

Rafi



