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Village News: Chag Shavuot has passed and was very successful. This is
the holiday offereing the ‘first fruits' (of which the baby market was most
productive with 27 children born here and abroard). We congregated in the
children's farm for games, coffee and cake - and had a lovely evening seeing
different generations of KH members with children and grandchildren.

As with most Shavuot evenings, the clincher was the dance of the new babies
(with a parent) which was one of the openng numbers and then the audience
called for it to be performed again at the end of the ceremony. Nurit Oren
prepared the slides of the entire population of new babies (here and outside) -
which is now running into the 4™ generation as great-grandchildren are born into
the families of the original founders. Of the entire number, 7 were born here on
KH. Who knows...perhaps this bodes well for the future of education here?

The young girls of the lower grade school (grades 1-3) danced under the
direction of Yifat Weissbecker. Baruch gave the opening speech and then the
'first fruits' (nothing like the sheves of wheat from the old times...) were
brought up...including two brand new kids from the children's farm. The dance of
the new chicken houses was organized by Osnat Artzi, performed by the men,
and was a huge success. The chicks were handled with the greatest of care.

On the lawn surrounding the stage there were various stations organized with
activities to keep the families active. There was one for making midnight pizza,
Dudu Palma lead a study group to greater understanding of the holiday, it's
origins and meaning and Yohai Wolfin faught Su-Juk. There are way to many
people who dealt with organization and logistics to thank them individually, so a
collective vote of thanks from all of us who were there.

The pool opened it's (new) gates this past Friday JIT for the holiday. The water
is freezing cold and on Sunday there were activities organized by Talia & Ran
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Even-Danan - our intrepid swimmers. There were races (heats) between various
groups: swimming, diving, searching for the hidden prize - watched by a large
audience.

There's still quite a lot of junk around the perimeter of the pool that has to be
carted away and a leak which no one is quite certain of its source. After all the
money we put into it there should be a quarantee that the source will be found
and repaired - and not at our expencel

The good news is that all sorts of junk that was removed from the old pool and
lay by the side of the road for a year, has been carted away (by Gadi Amit).
Hope our administrator (Uri Shuval) can find the person(s) and time available to
cart away the rest of the building materials that are laying about.

Last Friday a large group of people headed for the mifgash and Max Mader's
80™ birthday party! We heard a lot of entertaining stories of his life and work
and left us all feeling good. As they say in ..Yiddish/Hebrew? "Till 120..I"

Tommy Amit'a story about Max was first (as they were both on the same Kinder
Transport). Tommy didn't actually ‘tell’ the story because he was busy selling
refurbished furniture under the dining hall at the time...

The 3" round of the Pre-Army group is drawing to a close. So this weeks'’
interview is with Adi Cohen, a member of the group (see below).

Interview with Adi Cohen of the Pre-Army Group

Adi is a pleasant person who draws attention quite easily. When we began talking
she said she was from Jerusalem and lived in the Ramot area, which she claims is
getting more and more orthodox and her family is getting ready to seek another
abode. It took a while to organize a free 3 hour for the interview so we could
sit and talk. Could be she missed dinner just to sit through the interview, but
she politely refused my offers o make her something to eat.




Q: How did you get into the group?

A: At the end of the 12™ grade, after the trip to Poland, I began asking myself
questions about who I was and what happens in our country. One of my teachers
mentioned the pre-army group in class and then came to talk to me about it and
said it sounded to her as though this might be good for me. That was about
March of last year when the lists were already closed. I was still considering
doing a years service but began to check out 6-7 options from Hatzeva (Negev)
to the far noth. In the end I came here but was told there was no room and
everything was closed. But, then there was an opening and I chose to come here.

Q: How do you feel being so far from home?

A: I'm not really spoiled but it was daunting at the beginning just for the imple
lack of privacy. The first field trip was with people who I had never met before
and discovered that you have to be flexible with others. I even thought of
leaving the group and going home.

Q: What helped you overcome this crisis?
A: Simple self control, and the staff didn't let me of f so easily. But basically
the people around me gave me the support I needed.

Q: What were the most important things for you?

A: 1) The intense Jerusalem studies. Despite being from Jerusalem and learned
many things I didn't know before then. Also, the group was together, under
stress, and I learned that I had power I never suspected.

2) Vonunteerism. I learned that you can get a lot more by giving and I
volunteer at '‘Vered HaGalil' taking care of horse and helping the special needs
people from 'Yachad' . I also tutor 1°" grade children from Hatzor and sit on the
community committee. Secular Israel is not being on volunteerism, so that was
good for me.

3) We also get a lot of leeway to foster individual entrepreneurship. We get
to express ourselves and 'do our own thing'. Such as: "Build a stage. Now get up
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there and tell us what you want." For instance: a few of us girls have joined up
to present a seminar on education. We think quite a few problems would be
solved worldwide in education was attended too like it should be. We were given
two days (in the pre-army group that's a lot of time). We put together a
program according to what we wanted - both the power and the responsibility
rested with us.

Q: What will you tell others about KH?

A: We fell in love with this place. This is a great community. I'm from the city
and was totally unused to having people say hi to me as they passed me on the
paths and ask how everything was going. I also feel that most of the people here
actually take an interest in what goes on with us. This community spirit is sorely
missing outside KH. KH is a very special place and I now feel connected to the
place. We also get thanked for everything that we do. I also love the organized
Kabbalot Shabbat, to sing along with everyone. Yup..I fell in love with KH!

Q: Will you come and visit?
A: Of course T will.

Q: The Pre-Army group also costs quite a bit?

A: Yes and no. We pay 900 NIS a month for everything but we also get things
you wouldn't get anywhere else. When you think on it, including all living
expences, the price isn't that steep.

Q: What will you be doing next year?

A: Next year I will be studying 2" year Judaism at Kfar Adumim. They have a
preparatory group that spends 7 year on personal studies amd another 7 a year
on group studies. I want to study Judaism and find out where I stand onit. I
think that being drafted after that will be far more meaningful.

Q: Is there anything you would like to see inproved for the next group?
A: Yes, I think the connection with the kibbutz should be made stronger. We
need to have more lectures by people from the kibbutz. Yohai's lecture was



great! Also keep adopting people from the group. That fosters a special

relationship.

Thanks to Adi for the interview and Shabbat Shalom fo everyone.
This week we meet in the club room at 18:00 and the weekly protion is:

Number 4:21 - 7:89

Gefen, Shachar, Moran, Shaked, Emma, Alon, Yehonatan, Gal and Bar's

Grandma Tamar

Commemorations:
18.06.00 Mossy Hameiri
Birthdays:

03.06 Sari (Bilgory) Raviv
Ofri Miller (Pearlson granddaughter)

05.06 Pnina Lifschitz
Uri Golan
Katya Scheingezicht

06.06 Tamar Hameiri
Ella Shor
Max Heres
Nirit (ellman) Curtis
08.06 Claire Epstein (granddaughter)

Anniversaries:

04.06 Bilha & Aher Ayalon

08.06 Gabi & Raanan Tenna

09.06 Orna (Nemenov) & David Mimran
Miriam & David Ellman
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04.06

06.06

08.06

Gershon Sharek

Yaeli (Frank) Ziv

Yd'ara Easton (granddaughter)
Leor Neuman (Ney granddaughter)
Tali Collins (granddaughter)

Sivan Cohen

Tal Samberg (granddaughter)
Ori-Ofer Sprung

Emek Yitzhaki

Ron Carmi (Ginat-Raines) grandson
Sivan Bidek (Abb granddaughter)



Max is 80 - Shared Memories
By Tommy Amit

I could have known you 73 years ago, but didn't. How did this happen or rather, how
didn't it happen?

A small vacation village on the north shore of southern Kent in England, free of her
usual Jewish visitors during the months preceeding the start of the WW II. That
was the reason that the Jewish innkeepers decided to let their empty facilities to the
young refugees arriving on the German 'Kinder Transport’. That was how you and I
ended up in the same wonderful place during the summer of 1939. It was wonderful
because two minutes walk from the hotel was a most marvelous beach, with wonderful
yellow sand. When the tide ebbed out the beach reached tens of meters back to the
walkway. The idea that there was ebb and tide was also wonderful for us and we were
more or less free to roam as we pleased. We started our English experience there
and it played a large role in shaping us, even though we were always referred to as
'those refugee children’

More than 300 children sheltered in the hotel rooms: boys and girls; babies to age 16;
recently forn from their own families and friends just a day or two before. Some had
no idea where on earth we were or why. There were precious few who knew a few
words in Engish. Within a few days two epidemics broke out. I was responsible for
one: infecting about 40 others with measles. This made our social standing very low
indeed. A dedicated team of educators, social workers and nurses - Jews and non-
Jews - coped with the deplorable situation.

At the beginning of August, when war was inevitable and fear of a German invasion
palpable, it was decided to evacuate us from the shoreline. Not to save us, but because

we were ‘German’ and who knew what information we could pass on to the enemy?

And so it was we traveled on and did not meet then, or for several intervening years.
But meet we did after many more years.

Congratulations on your 80™ Birthday! Tommy Amit



