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Shavuot - White Night
Sat. 26.05.12 from 19:00 in the childrens farm
Study group, ceremony, activities and food

Village News: Because of the seriousness of the incident with Shani
Shuval, this past week we had two meetings with two important people: the
administrator of the Regional Council (Aaron Valensi) and the Chief of the
Rosh Pina police station (Superindentant Ron Levi). They both tried to lower
tension and suggest ways for us to deal with the problem and the problem of
internal security.

This didn't stop us from lighting bonfires to celebrate Lag B'Omer and discussing
the problem. There were plenty of burnt roast potatoes, not to mention sweet,
black coffee. There was also the natural phenomenon of dry lightning and
booming thunder over the Golan Heights o accompany the fires. There were a
few drops of rain, just to remind us that summer has not officially started yet.

After a months sojourn in a small village in Uganda, Sara Davolt has returned to
the fold. She spent the time (from Passover) with a group of Jewish Ugandans
(who converted to Judaism about 100 years ago) and held Seder with them.
They keep the Jewish laws and male children are circumcised and have a Bar
Mitzvah. She used her time with them to teach them a bit o Hebrew and about
the State of Israel.

Congratulations to Ruti Gedalizon who has finally moved into her new house in the
ajoining neighborhood. We wish her great happiness in the new (larger) house.

Congratulations to to Dr. Yossi Halmish who is getting married this week to his
intended: Talia. Mazal Tov to them and their families.




The work is going ahead to get the pool ready for the season. Water has been
emptied and the pool is being cleaned. Yes, the lawn is in place, as is the new
fence and we should open on time for Shavuot.

The Bar-Mitzvah class went on the BIG field trip organized by the Regional
Council and came back with loads of stories. We don't know who had more fun:
the children or their parents? Want to hear more? Get a hold of Idit and
Michelle Gluck, Lehi and Avi Rosenkrantz, Moran and Gili Collins, Michaela and
Gabi Tenna, or Eli and Rita Reubanov. They swam in the (cold) water of Nahal
Hakibbutzim, climbed up Nahal Gov and then went down Nahal Tamar. They
swam in (or watched) the Dead Sea and slept at the foot of Masada and climed
up the snake path at dawn. This was an important experience as it bonded them
as a group; a unit of their own and a wonderful shared experience.

If you haven't been to a birthday party in the Mifgash, then you don't know what
a great experience it can be. They just held the party organized by Sami
Ochayon for the April/May celebrants: songs, stories, cakes, loads of fun for
everyone from 60 - 90+++.  This time our resident opera star, Max Mader,
managed an aria and then we all did tension releasing exercises held with an
master of the art. Can't wait to see what next month brings....

They say that education starts with the very young (apropo the Jesuits who said
"Give me a child until the age of seven and I will show you the man"). Education
actually goes on all our lives and I want to tell you about the meeting between a
kindergarten children from Tuba and the kindergarten children here. The
children from both kindergardens marched to the small grove planted by the
Tuba junction where they proceeded to plant around the fence and then went
from station o station of the activities that were planned for them. Maybe
that's the way to start - with small, sweet ventures. Thanks to all those who
has a hand in the organization. Just one way of making lemonade from lemons.

Special wishes for the health of Willi Pincus who was hospitalized this week and
sorely missed for the printing of Divrei Hakfar.




Don't forget to smile and keep doing good deeds - it's the only way to make the
world a better place. Good health to everyone who is under the weather and
have a great Shabbos.

Ari and the Steiners

Commemorations:

04.06.08 Henry Ben-Yehuda
14.05.83 Esther Rose

01.06.57 Frieda Rich

29.05.06 Yaffa Weiss

12.06.67 Aryeh Dvir

Birthdays:

20.05 Toni Messiah (Cina granddaughter)

22.05
24.05

26.05

Shirit Davolt

Tomer Whitham
Michelle Yodaiken

Yossi Katz

Galit (Ellman) Ziv

Efrat Ellman

Ayal Katz

Leah Mimran (Nemenov g/daughter)

Anniversaries:

22.05
23.05

24.05
25.05
26.05

Bat-Chen & Or Doari
Penina & Mufti Lifschitz
Yael (Frank) & Dror Ziv
Danit & Kfir Ben-Zvi

Talia & Rami Markovitz
Sylvia & Yossi Lippa

Sari (Bilgory) & Ofer Raviv
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21.05

23.05

25.05
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Alec Collins

Oded Lippa (Epstein grandson)
Golan Rosenkrantz

Michaela Tenna

Annie Maser

Irwin Kantor

Gefen Pearlson

Sela & Bar Agmon (Marcuson grandsons)

Shalev Nymark (grandson)
Ofer Kosover (Jackson grandson)



New Books in English

No Title Author Subject
1441 Apochypha & Pseudepigrapha (I) RH Charles (edt) Judaism
1442 Apochypha & Pseudepigrapha (ll) “ "
1444 The Other Family Joanna Trollope Novel
1445 Pennsylvania Moon Handbooks Travel
1446 Virginia Moon Handbooks Travel
1448 Shadow of Forgotten Ancestors Carl Sagan Modern Science
1450 Ship of the Damned James F David Suspense
1451 Cry No More Linda Howard Mystery
1452 Lord of Raven’s Peak Catherine Coulter Novel
1454 Murders of Richard Ill, The Elizabeth Peters Mystery
1455 Four Spirits Sena J Naslund Novel
1456 Magician’s Assistant, The Ann Patchett Novel
1458 Walking After Midnight Karen Rpbards Novel
1459 Midnight Hour, The Karen Robards Novel
1460 Amethyst Dreams Phyllis Whitney Novel
1461 Captive Queen Alison Weir Hist. Novel
1463 Out of My Mind Richard Bach Novel
1464 Heritage of Western Civilization Beatty & Johnson History
1467 The Prince of Mist Carlos Ruiz Zafon Novel
1468 The Suspect John Lescroart Mystery
1469 Show No Fear Perri O’'Shaughnessy Mystery
1470 Blind Man’s Bluff Sontag & Drew US submarine
1471 The Battle Royale Koushun Takami SF futuristic
1472 The Brain that Changes ltself Norman Doidge Brain function
1473 The California Roll John Vorhaus Novel
1474 Left Neglected Lisa Genova Novel
1475 The Secret Servant Daniel Silva Suspense
23030 | Drawing Conclusions Donna Leon Mystery
23033 | The Language God Talks Herman Wouk Philosophy
23032 | Racing Towards Armageddon Michael Baigent Religion
23031 | Stoner Jophn Williams Novel
23034 | Foreskin’s Lament Shalom Auslander
23035 | Farto Go Alison Pick Novel - Shoah




NOTICES

There are a growing number of people who walk through the graveyard with their
dogs unleashed. Dogs (being dogs) like to run around and root around the graves
and do whatever they have to do. This is wanton, destructive behavior, which is
very disrespectful of our dead.
Please, if you decide to go through the graveyard with your pet:

KEEP YOUR DOG LEASHED!
Thanks for your consideration.

Len Weintraub

OLD FURNITURE FAIR (ALTE ZACHEN)
Suitable for Verandas, Youngsters or Residents
Under the Dining Hall
Thursday 24.05.12 from 18:00 - 20:00
Friday 25.05.12 from 10:00 - 12:00
Tommy Amit

AFRICA

Forty days (and nights) on the dark continent with various shades of brown and with
Jews, no less!

Fisrt Seder Pesach with 300 people and the 2" Seder with 100 people. Besides myself
their were a few other visitors from Israel and the USA. T was present at the kosher
slaughter of cow that was prepared for the Seder - each one of us receiving a piece or
two of meat and a bit of rice. The meal was prepared outdoors, over coals, so forget
about the giffilte fish! I brought wine and matzo with me and so did the other
visitors. Prayers were held on Friday evening and Saturday and then came Havdala.
Sometimes prayes were held on Mondays and Thursdays as well according to the
Conservative-American standard in the Luganda language (which is their spoken
language). Both boys and girls are called up to the Torah and I saw the Rabbi's
daughter read from the Torah. I myself was called to the Torah a humber of times
and said the prayer for the State of Israel and for the survivors of the Holocaust.

I managed to teach the children the song: "Today we go out in the month of Spring”
from the Hagaddah. They already knew the words and melody to "We were Slaves” and
"Who knows One". They also enjoyed singing "Moshe Smote the Rock".
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After Passover I began teaching in earnest. I taught spoken Hebrew and Hebrew
reading from the Sidurim and the Torah. Most of the students were young and studied
in local colleges but some studied with the Rabbi to be leaders in their own
communities. There was even a man from Ghana who has been studying for a number of
years and is due to return to his home this coming winter. There were even two
brothers from Kenya studying to be spiritual leaders. It was startling to hear them
speak the prayers with an American accent.

I also taught the wife and sister of the Rabbi who wanted to be Bat Mitzvah'd in the
fall. Their own children did it at the proper age and now they want to do it too.
Another of the students was the principal of the Jewish grade school "Hadassah". He
already knew how to read the prayers and pray but wanted to advance his ability to
hold a conversation in modern Hebrew.

He himself teaches children who wish o read from the Torah before their Bar or Bat
Mitzvah ceremony. Some of them don't do the ceremony because it means supplying a
luncheon for whoever comes to the Synogogue. I attended a ceremony for two boys
who read very well and afterwards gave their speaches (in English). I found it hard
eating without a fork, but the locals didn't.

Most of the locals speak English thanks to Colonialism and the Christian missionaries
who tried to convert the Africans. Semei Kakungulu, the Chief of the Abayudaya,
came to Judaism while reding the Old Testament. He had trouble with the
missionaries and left Christianity in 1919 and began following the laws of the bible as
he understood them. He passed the religion on to all the other villages that he
governed and slowly word of a Black Jewish tribe leaked out and people began to visit.
Jewish peddlers who came to the villages taught them to pray and explained the laws
to them - exigent to the Bible itself.

Today they have a good relationship to the Jewish community in the USA. The
Americans donate funds to help them build synogogues, provide student scholarships,
bring water lines and electricity to their villages, and more. Their Rabbi, and his
family, spent five years in the USA and Israel until he completed his certification -
while being totally supported by the American Jewish Community. The room and board
that I paid them for my month there was my contribution to their community.



From time fo time they receive visits from American Rabbis and together with their
owh Rabbi (who also sits as the head of the Religious Court) they perform conversions
for those who have proved themselves ready. They have a steady flow of people who
have discovered Judaism through the Old Testament and come o them for conversion.
Most of the general population of Uganda are either Christian or Muslim and the
Jewish community is considered “special”. The relations between the religions is good
and children from other religions study in the Jewish schools (grade and high schools)
as well.

Lifestyle - The life there is hard - most of the rural villages don't have running water
and they have to drag jerricans of water home from the well to supply their needs:
cooking, washing and laundry. I had great sympathy for their laudry trials: a tub of
soapy water for washing, another of clear water for rinsing and then everything hung
to dry on a line, a bush or a patch of lawn. Most of the vehicles are motorbikes, that
they wash in local streams. That's one reason that their Mikva, that they use for
conversion ceremonies, is not exactely ‘pure’ and, of course, there is no electricity.

Travel - there are no actual roads to the villages - just dirt tracks that are in
somewhat deplorable condition. Even the closest city doesn't have actual paved road
but hardened surfaces that can have deep potholes, expecially after rain.

The most popular form of transport is the "buda-buda” (motorbike) or a sort of
communal taxi which has been known to push 20 people into the passenger seats!

In order to get directly to the village, there is a 'special’ taxi (motorbike) that can
negotiate the traffic and the 'roads’. The driving is a bit wild as they don't give right
of way and pedestrians are not an object to avoid.

The Zionist Congress said "NO" to Uganda, but maybe, if we had gone there en masse,
we would have changed the face of the country and perhaps the continent itself.

Any questions? Come and fine me.. The community would also be grateful if you told
your friends about them and perhaps go for a visit. They are located in eastern
Uganda . The nearest city is Mbale and the village is called Nabugoya. The Rabbi is
called Gershon Sozuma.

Sara Davolt



