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Vol 1 - #28 
 
 

Village News:  Coming home from choir practice last Tuesday night I was 
stopped in RP by the border police and asked for license and registration.  The 
policeman looked at my papers and casually asked: “Tamar do you remember me? 
I attended the regional HS…”  I answered what I answered and continued on my 
way home -  only to find several more police cars waiting at the gates.  Best not 
to ask too many questions but, if I had, I would have known about the car thief 
from Tuba who was shot trying to escape arrest and whose friends hid him in the 
village…until he died of his wounds.  The following day was the funeral and once 
again, KH was under curfew: we were not allowed to travel in or out during the 
funeral. 
 
The first thing that comes to mind is that this is beginning to be a habit and 
that being under curfew is NOT conducive to good relations.  This is the second 
time within a month that we’ve had to deal with being cut off from the rest of 
the country.  The second thought was slightly different.  Seven years ago I was 
seriously injured when a stolen car came out of Tuba at great speed and smashed 
into my car…then the thieves managed to get away.    Perhaps now they will re-
consider tactics when it means that death may be knocking at their door too!  
 
Two Chinamen with a violin…opps; a turbine! -  managed to change our 15 year old 
turbine in the electrical power plant.  Udi Agam said everything is fine: up and 
running and he wrote a separate article about it.  
 
What a blessing that this round of rain waited until the turbine was in place and 
then inundated us with a respectable amount of water.  Maybe not all that much 
rain but even 30+ mm are welcome. 
 
The rain did, however, put a damper on continuing work to raise the new chicken 
houses.  Once the rain stopped then the Feast of Sacrifice (Eid el Adcha) 
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started so there will be a bit more of a break in the work schedule.  Just keep in 
mind that the first of chickens are scheduled for the beginning of February. 
 
The Tamar (what a nice name!) class had their first Bar-Mitzvah outing to the 
Golan which Anat Cohen-Ne’ah organized for them (and son Itai of the same 
class).  The first stop was the police station in Katzrin…including the lock up.  Do 
you think that scared them?  Not in the least! They say conditions in the cells 
are quite good.  They had breakfast there and then met up with the 12th graders 
from the entire Upper Galilee and Golan who were also there, but as part of 
their pre army prep.   Lunch was hamburgers (how not??)  The children then took 
a tour of the Beka Valley and met up with local hero Avigdor Kahalani.  They took 
photos with him and the 12th graders joined them while army personnel put on a 
show with the entertainment troupes.   They also went to see the ‘Magic of the 
Golan’ show in Katzrin which teaches the geography and history of the area.  
Thanks very much to Anat Cohen-Ne’ah for the splendid organization and Ilan 
Medina from going along as counselor. 
 
Tal Lynton has just left the army and is enjoying his days as a citizen.  He’s 
getting ready to go off and visit family in the USA for some Thanksgiving 
turkey.   We wish him well in whatever he does and hope to see him back soon. 
 
November Health month stared with a bang last week.  Amongst other things 
Ofer Nitzan – son, grandson and now resident…as well as physiotherapist -  gave 
a very good lecture.   Yifat Weissbecker was supposed to give a CPR update but 
it was cancelled due to lack of participants.   Dr. Yossi Halmish, a young doctor 
who lives here and studies brain function, lectured on various new studies that 
shed light on how the brain works and keeps functional.  About 100 people 
attended his lecture, asked questions and remained to talk with him and he 
engendered a feeling that we need to know more about this. 
 
Talking about health reminds me that this is the olive picking season,  Olive oil is 
not only healthy but also used for cosmetic purposes.  Grandma Jamilla of Pek’in 
has become world famous for her olive oil soaps and other cosmetics and why 
not?  If Esti Lauder can do it, why not Grandma Jamilla??? To tell you the truth, 
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just rubbing in a bit of plain olive oil into your skin after a shower is a lot 
cheaper and can do just the same thing as far as making it softer and smoother. 
 
 On Sunday evening Reggie organized a pot-luck dinner in the club room.  All 
comers brought something and together it was a rich and rewarding evening for 
all.  Reggie is just so good at organizing things! 
 
Frankly, we have to count ourselves lucky that we also have a cinema within close 
range.  Not an ordinary cinema either: Cinematec Rosh Pina brings films, 
sometimes avant garde, together with lectures.  Most cinemas across the 
country have been closing down, while here it does a booming business.  It’s also 
a nice place to meet up with friends from the area and even have coffee and 
cake.  Actually they also have books for sale in the café.  Books have to be 
relatively new (published within the last ten years) and profits go to help people 
who have emotional problems….so by purchasing a book your doing a Mitzvah!   
 
Now, to that add that a showing of 5 movies and lectures dealing with opera 
that’s being organized by none other than our own: Max MaderI  The first is 
scheduled for Friday morning 06.12 at 10:00 and is showing Mozart’s ‘The Magic 
Flute’ as directed by Ingmar Bergman.  
 
Anyone who has anything important to share should notify Avi Resenkrantz, who 
will be doing the news next week.   That’s it for this week but we’ll use this 
opportunity to wish Shabi Mizrachi a speedy recovery and hope he’ll be back on 
the news team soon.    
 
Hope you all have a great shabbos and in order to keep things interesting, have 
included an interview with Phyllis Collett (see following). 
 
Gefen, Shachar, Moran, Shaked, Emma, Alon, Yonatan, Gal and Bar’s grandma 
              Tamar 
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 Interview with Phyllis Collett: 
 
Q: Why did you get a seeing eye dog?  
A:  I have very little sight now and walking around simple requires more 
concentration and attention to detail than I can expend safely.  It even affects 
my ability to hear things nearby, like chirping birds or cars travelling nearby.  As 
my peripheral vision has also been affected, there are areas that I can’t see at 
all and this can be very dangerous, for example when I walk into a pole…  I didn’t 
want to start using a white cane yet and an animal adds dimension to ones life.  
When it goes well it’s like dancing with a really good partner.   
 
Q:  Where did you get your first dog from? 
A:  It took me about a year and a half to find a place that was willing to include 
me in their program for seeing eye dogs.  That was in the USA and then we were 
still using regular snail mail and not the internet.  Here in Israel people who still 
have some vision are NOT included in such programs.  After they agreed to have 
me I had to go to the USA to meet the dog and the trainers.  She was a very 
well trained dog by I didn’t know how to appreciate it as it was my first seeing 
eye dog.  With her I could get around, take part in activities and not suffer as 
panic attacks.   But I did enjoy her and she remained with me until she needed to 
be pensioned off.  That’s when I got my current dog: Didi.  
 
Q:  Do you manage to travel by bus? 
A:   Here in Israel it’s more of a problem because many of the drivers simply 
don’t like dogs.  I used to go by bus to Kiryat Shmoneh to learn computers but 
there would be at least one journey, there or back, which was a struggle.  There 
were drivers who made it an issue.  Even in the States, with their new law, it’s a 
problem finding a taxi willing to take both of us.    Here in Israel, in Arab 
restaurants (Carmiel) especially, they use the Koran to take exception to allowing 
dogs to enter.  I should check out what the Koran actually says… 
 
Q:  It seems to me that keeping a dog is a lot of work..? 
A:  Yes, they do need a lot of attention.  But I would have a dog no matter what, 
even if not a seeing eye, then one for company. 



  5

Q:  You give Didi a lot of  commands: why? 
A:   Didi needs a lot of commands because she is not as intuitive as my last dog. 
We seem to have gotten off on the wrong foot together.  Turns out that there 
were changes made in the training process in the USA and I wasn’t informed of 
them.  This made for friction in bonding with the animal.  It was also hard for 
her to accommodate the difference in village lifestyle here in Israel and what 
for us is a roadway, for her it’s just a path, not to mention that turns aren’t 
always 90 degrees and there are potholes and cars that travel on the ‘paths’. 
 
Q:  How many years does a seeing eye dog work? 
A:   We get them at about 1½- 2 years of age  and if everything goes well and the 
animal remains healthy (no hearing or joint problems), then they can work until 
they’re 10 years old. 
 
Q:  What else would you like to add? 
A:  I have a problem with people who don’t keep a rein on their own dogs.  Dogs 
are usually not leashed and they bark at Didi or try to jump on her and play with 
out understanding that she’s a working dog.    An owner just calling their dog 
doesn’t constitute keeping it in check: it might come when called; it might not.  
We often have to stop for 2-3 minutes for this to happen. 
 
Q:  Do you mean to tell me you actually expect dogs on the kibbutz to me lead 
walked? 
A:  If all dogs were lead walked there would be far fewer problems with dogs on 
the kibbutz in general.  Even with my non-existent sight I know that there is lots 
of dog poop on the paths or on the shoulders.  If you have a dog on a lead and a 
plastic bag in your pocket, you can clean up after your animal with no problem. 
Life would be better for all of us with less poop to step into.   For some reason 
lots of people assume that a dog on a lead is suffering but if he’s free to run wild 
he’s happy.  That’s not always the case.  
 

Commemorations: 
17.11.97 Mrs, Clarisse Berman ז"י  ח"בחשון תשנ  

14.11.84 Mrs. Nechama Bernstein ה"בחשון תשמ ט"י   
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Anniversaries:  
13.11 Racheli & Dudik Fuchs 
14.11 Yanita & Zeevi Nitzan 
15.11 Naomi Tepper & Harai Nir 
 

Birthdays:  
13.11 Douglas Arnold 14.11 Nimrod Shoer (T.Amit grandson) 
 Rafi Frank  Dan Harmatz 
 Shar McLoughlin  Ro’I Telem (Telem-Potasz grandson) 
 Zohar Davolt   
 Merav Levi (Samberg granddaughter) 16.11 David Collett 
   Carol Lupov 
15.11 Tal Palma Wiate   
 Einat Palma Daskal 18.11 Harvey Jackson 
 Sharon Weinstein (O.Edelstein g/d)  Ronen Forster 
 Itai Doyle (E.Hatzor grandson)  Teva Solomon (grandson) 
 Raz Anglekovwitz (Amar grandson)  Or Glick (grandson) 
    
17.11 Ella Farchi (Waterman granddaughter) 19.11 Shaul Easton 
19.11 Yifat Weissbecker  Gal Atir (Menzagorski grandson) 

 

NOTICES 
 

Mazal Tov to Channa & Shachar Katz and all their families  
on the birth of their first child: 

A daughter. 
Granddaughter to Tzvia & Yossi, Great granddaughter to Renee Cohen. 

 
Mazal Tov to Donna & Micki Bamluker and all their family 

On the birth of a daughter, sister to Ella 
 

Mazal Tov to Rona & Shaked Barak on the birth of a son 
Brother to Ayalah,  

Grandson to Judy Barak, Norman & Ronit, Great-grandson to Hilda 
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New Book List  06.11.11 
  

Subject Author Title Number 

Mystery Donna Leon Suffer the Little Children 1252 

Mystery P.C. Doherty Satan in St. Mary’s 1254 

Essays Jerry Seinfeld SeinLanguage 1257 

Novel Cathleen Schine Three Weissmans of Westport 1258 

Mystery Carl Hiassen Skinny Dip 1259 

Anthropology Daniel Dennett Darwins Dangerous Idea 1260 

Mystery Carl Hiassen Naked Came the Manatee 1261 

Islam Reza Aslan No God But God 1262 

Novel Alex McCall Smith Carming Quirks of Others 1263 

Novel             “ Dog Who Came in from the Cold 1265 

Novel Isabel Sharpe As Good As It Got 1267 

Novel Cormac McCarthy The Crossing 1268 

Self help Shari Arison Birth 1269 

Alchohol abuse Koren Zailckas Smashed 1270 

Mystery Raymond Chandler Philip Marlowe – 4 novels 1271 

Economic Thomas Friedman That Used to be US 22924 

Mystery Ruth Rendell The Vault 22925 

Mystery Daniel silva Portrait of a Spy 22926 

Novel Alex McCall Smith Love Over Scotland 22927 

    “             “ Finer Points of Suasage Dogs 22928 

    “             “ Villa of Reduced Circumstances 22929 

    “             “ World According to Bertie 22930 

Novel Alex McCall Smith Unbearable Lightness of Scones 22931 

English Lang. Bill Bryson Troublesome Words 22932 

Warfare Sun Tzu Art of War 22933 

History Thomas Cahill How the Irish Saved Civilization 22934 

Novel Sarah Blake The Portmistress 22935 

Novel Ralph Peters The War After Armageddon 22936 

Novel Lola Shoneyin Secre Lives of the Four Wives 22937 

Novel Antonio Munoz Molina Sepharad 22938 

Novel Sophie Hardach Registrars Manual @False Marriages 22939 

Jewish Saga Herbert Ausubel Flower of God 22940 

Novel Michelle Lovric Book of Human Skin 22941 

Novel Victoria Hislop The Thread 22942 

Jewish Steven L. Please Golden Age of  Achievement 22943 
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Health Month – Weekly Program (Nurit) 
 
Mon – 14.11.11  - 18:00 in the 30+ Shelter - Michal Ashchar will lecture on 
The Feldenkreiss Method.  (Self awaremess of the connection between man and 
his functioning body). 

 

Thur – 17.11.11 – 18:00 – in the gym.  Physical training with sports instructor 
Ran Tzarfati who trains various groups here on KH.  Suitable for everyone at 
every level or fitness. 
 
Fri – 18.11 – 10:00 in the Mifgash – An Emergency Room Diary – lecture by 
Dudik Fuchs on his work as an Emergency Room Nurse. 
 
RECYCLING NEWS 

There are new, blue containers which will be set up in various places around the 
kibbutz.  These are for recycling PAPER only and will take some of the burden 
off people who find it difficult to bring their paper to the Alonit. 
          Tommy Amit 
 
TURBINE  REHAB 

In November 2007 it became imperative to refurbish the current turbine when 
it moved along the axel which had worn away.  We began asking around for 
quotes, specifically from the company which made the original and was taken 
over by another company called Alstom.  In July 2008 finally came back to us 
with an astromonical figure: 500,000 Euro!  We began searching here in Israel 
and decided that this would be a two prong issue: 1) an engineering firm to 
oversee the project and they would 2) find a company to manufacture the 
turibne.  In September 2009 it was decided that Galil Engineering would be the 
overseeing company and an international tender was issued to find a suitable 
manufacturer.  In the end we went with a Chinese company (B&B) which quoted 
us $120,000.  On 27 September the turbine arrived and by the 19 October we 
were able to reopen the project… due to a LOT of little miracles along the way.   

 Udi Agam    
 


