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When my grandfather left Europe in 1935,
there was graffiti all the walls saying:

Jews, go to Palestine!
And now when | visit Europe, the graffiti says:

Jews, get out of Palestine!
What short memories these Europeans have!
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@arents Page 27,03, Op

Village News:

What a pleasure to write the news post Purim. We have lots of good
memories of Purims past. Thursday morning saw the traditional parade of
costume dressed children on their way to catch the school bus. Anyone
missing the action that morning was missing something really lovely. The
school had an open lesson plan for the day and did all sorts of things around
the theme of Purim.

Two hours later: same bus, same driver, only this time the high schoolers who
were in fansy dress too and had their traditional school open day. There are
plenty of pictures on the school websites: http://www.emek.org.il (HS) and
http://www.mevogalil.org.il (GS)

In the evening we had the traditional reading of Megilat Esther staged by
Elinoa and girls: Tal E, Gefen, Shira, Renana, Dina and Noga animating Ruth
Ney’'s(Z’L) lovely puppets for the traditional rendering of the story of Esther
and Mordechai. Haman, as per usual, got all the catcalls, whistles and curses
each time his name was mentioned. Special thanks to Albert and Yuval who
didn’t rest for a minute while turning out pizza after pizza in the rotating oven.
Everyone got a chance to choose the flavor they wanted. Yifat Weissbecker
also made sure that no one was bored and organzied creative activities for
the kids. After all that there was still one more thing: folk dancing organized
and called by the “one and only” Danny Souissa.

That same evening the teens held their Purim Party in our pub (which is
getting quite a good name in the Upper Galilee). The intraction and
coordination between councellors and parents was wonderful and added to
the success of the party. After that everyone trudged home to bed, tired but
happy, with dreams of the next party.

Were still not finished with Purim: on Friday night, the traditonal members
party, people came from all over, friends, kids and hangers on, to celebrate
Purim with us. The dining room was set up as a large circus ring ... with
everything that a circus would contain. The decorations were done by and
under the direction of Nitzan Palma (with help from others, of course). The
drinks and beer flowed (for a price) and the music didn’t stop for a minute and
kept everyone moving, even in their seats. This year we were treated to stilt
and pantomime shows by a pair of professional performers.

Purim didn’t end there either! Sunday morning, all the school kids
congregated on the lawn by the amphitheatre where there were blow up
attractions, games, cotton candy and icecream.
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The heat was intense and after a short while the kids were sent to find shade
and cooler places to play.

In the afternoon the children met in the dining room for a sound performance
of home made percussion instruments from around the world. Well, that
finishes the Purim celebrations for 2008. Our gratitude to all those who
organized, decorated, encouraged and helped in so many ways to make this
holiday so successful. Can't list all the names (page too short) but you all left
us with a smile on our lips and a feeling of : “lets do that again!” Thank you!!!

Departures: first Nathan and then Shmulik Epstein returned to the USA.
Both are planning on returning during the summer.

Arrivals: Merav Baldwin is here with her lovely children to visit the family.
Tootsie and Jackie and great-grandma Bella are enjoying the visit. The
Baldwans left a very cold England and arrived in the middle of a shaarav to all
the allergies the holy land spring flowers being out.

The Sabre Group has it’s first officer! Let's welcome 1% Lieutenant Adar
Kedem (Rubinov) who has just graduated and wish her all success in her new
status.

Liat Epstein and Yoav Harris have gone to San Francisco to the Jewish
Federation Camp. We hope they have a great time talking to other teens
about the wonders on Israel — and that they don’t forget to return home.

Not only are we suffering with the unusual heat, the flies, the mosquitos...but
also a wave of bike thefts. Keep those bikes locked! Once gone it's doubtful
you'll see them again.

The kibbutz trek is due to take off Thursday morning at 9:00. Lots of
participants too.

Just a reminder to all that Thursday night, after a long day, we turn the clocks
forward an hour. This means you'll be up earlier Friday morning! Have a
great time and return with lots of things to tell us.

Those not going on the trek will be here keeping the home fires burning and
and watchful eye on what'’s going on.

Have a great Shabbos,

Ari Steiner & family

Mazal Tov to

parents Nachman and Rona,
sisters Amira & Michal and all the
family

Eleni & Yishai Englesberg
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On the occoasion of your wedding —
26.03.08

Passover

A questionaire will be in your mail boxes soon inquiring how many are
interested in attending a communal seder. Price: 65 —70 NIS for each adult.
We would like to hold our communal Seder Pesach as usual this year but
don’t yet have an Av HaSeder (anyone interested, please contact us).

Miriam Cohen —
Holiday Committee

Thank you!

To all those who came to visit or called during the shiva, thank
you so much for your support, concern and warmth and your many memories
of the wonderful and special person Gershie as he was before his illness.

Shosh, Yossi, Shmulik, Aviva, Natan, Liat and
all our families

From the Clinic:

Anyone suffering from diabetes is now eligible to purchase his own ACEED
GLUCOMETER at the special price of 15 NIS. The doctor is allowed to write
up to 2 prescriptions per person for the appliance. Call us!

American Commune per Sara Davolt

There are communes in America, though most Americans don’t know that.
Most of those living in communes have tried one form or another of cummunal
living and are part of the Federation of Egalitarian Communities
(http://www.thefec.org).

| spent three weeks in the Twin Oaks Community in Virginia, est. 1967, which
has about 90 members, most of them young and still searching. All of the
founders have left but there are people there with more than 20 years
seniority. They think the best ratio of kids to adults is 1:5 and a member
wanting to have a child needs the approval of the commune! They have a
dining room for lunch and dinner. People make breakfast and take it with
them to their place of work. The dining room is open all the time and never
locked.
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The commune has about 500 acres (@ 2000 dunams) purchased slowly over
the years. They live in wooden cabins spaced throughout the forested area
with names of other communes like Harmony and Oneida. The dining room is
called Zhenkoia (the name of a Jewish Russian commune of the 30’s).

Every adult and child gets a room in a cabin with communal kitchenette and
bathrooms.

They have a general manager and under him three planners. There are
committees for every thing from economic planning to holiday decorations.
They have general meetings but do not usually vote. Instead they have “input”
and the committees take into account the general feeling of the members,
usually by notes posted on a bulletin board or put in their mailboxes.

Ideally they work wherever they want but there are constraints and they do try
to turn a profit in their two industries: tofu and hammock production. There
are a few other cottage industries that also turn a small profit and are now
battling with the question of making more of a profit or keeping a very modest
lifestyle.

Most of their food is organically home grown: vegetable garden, chicken
coops and cow sheds. Not all of the members are vegetarian and the meat is
slaughtered on site.

They have a work quota with everyone obligated to work a certain number of
weekly hours. They keep individual work records and every job is worth
something from cleaning to weaving, sickleave or caring for the sick. From
age 50 they start taking down the number of hours worked each year. Jobs in
the factories and the dining room are rotated but a lot of people want to work
as cooks!

Every member receives $68 a month for personal needs and people can work
extra hours to save up for vacation time off. People are allowed to work off
the commune in order to save more money for vacation only (meaning: not to
be spent within the commune). They are also dealing with the question of
whether to allow this money to purchase PC’s (as gifts are allowed!).

There are no televisions but a weekly video is shown and they have lots of
parties. The population is varied with few couples lasting any length of time.
They show a great deal of acceptance and patience in dealing with each
other. Most of them come from middle class backgrounds and are searching
for another way of realizing the American dream.

It's been an interesting experience but I'll be coming home to the place |
chose to live in 40 years ago...for most of the same reasons that Twin Oaks
was started.

See you soon,
Sara Davolt

(Note: Sara will be returning here on or about 04.04!)
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Environmentally Conscious
The Nature and Park authorities tell us that frogs and toads are in imminent
danger of extinction. There used to be 1100 inland pools and today there are
only 100 because of drought, stream polution, unchecked building and
reduction of natural territory. Lets try to keep them alive! Help the frog you

seel!

The bird sanctuary announces the opening of a course for banding birds.
Open to all above the age of 14. Call Nadav — 052-3869444.

Birthdays:

30.3
31.3

01.4

02.4

03.4

04.4

05.4

Tzila Ben Reshef

Terry Lapping

Dalia Bouskila

Ayala edelstein

Peleg Ben-David (Scheingezicht grandson)

Edan Mader (grandson)

Edan shuval

Roni Wagner

Yam Becher (Collett grandson)
Nitzan Weissbecker

Orli Goldberg
Ron Yentis
Amalia Sina (granddaughter)

Donna Agam — 50

Rivka Mimran (Neminov granddaughter)
Amit Lippa (Epstein great-granddaughter)
Aryeh Wolfin

Liran Ginat

Michelle-Eve Ben-Haim (granddaughter)
Tal Eder (granddaughter)

Harry Lifshitz

Anniversaries:

30.3
02.4

04.4

Sandra & Naor Maser
Brenda & Harry Smith
Marsha & Amir Golan
Laura & Haggai Rifkind

Commemorations:

Dave Levi 30.04.86
Myron Schwartz 30.03.00
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