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Subject: divrei from Phyllis@Leader Dogs
2003 voiaxa 8 .'x 719"M2T" May .7 QX w' (AIX) 7w DMy

MY EYES HAVE A COLD NOSE

Sunday through Wednesday: no dogs yet. Twenty three

Blind/partially sighted students are all learning to negotiate the dorm
rooms, hallways, common rooms and dining room. To avoid gridlock and
traffic accidents, there are verbal announcements when exiting a room:
"coming out", "crossing over".

Is "blind" a new euphonism for alternate sexual styles?

We also do "Juno walks". The student holds a harness

and leash attached to...the instructor's hand, and walks down the main
street of Rochester saying things like; "Juno, forward", Juno left",
"GOOD dog Juno".

Tuesday nmight no one can sleep. We get our dogs tomorrow. The
coffee urn runs dry three times before breakfast on

Wednesday.

| have a blond Labrador named Ella (no, | haven't heard hersing).
These are hard days. The dogs only want to return to their

trainer, who is now totally ignoring them. They couldn't care about us.
In order to avoid mentioning our trainer's name (thereby upsetting the
dogs), we have taken to calling him Voldermort (he who must not

be named).
Then there's "park time". We all line up, exit the dorm one at

a time, and take our dogs to their individual "park" sites.

( spell "park" backwards and you'll understand why it's the subject
of many jokes.) Well, the Romans had communal toilets didn't they?

Phyllis

*kkkkk

Subject: Divrei Phyllis@Leader Dogs part 2

2003 voraixa 14 .'2 719 .h"n1 271 "NaT" a2y

Thursday, August 14: Yesterday we finished our first full week
with our dogs.

Ella and | are progressing. I'mm learning the drill

(she's known it for several months) and Ella is learning to live with
her "human".
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We've progressed from a short, four-block circuit with the

trainer to a ten-block circuit with street crossings, turns and no

trainer at our side. Tuesday we went out in pairs to downtown
Rochester--Main Street--and were given permission to enter two shops:
Whoopeel!!l, STARBUCKK'S at last.

We've done drugstore, skateboards, squirrells, department store,

small children, and downtown traffic. Saturday, so our trainer tells

us, will be OBSTACLES.

Almost every evening there is a compulsory lecture: subjects

so far have been; leader dog equipment, harness and leash, the dog's
point of view (had me in tears), food and water, obedience, grooming,
traffic responsibility, health care (canine), store work (find the
counter), and country roads.

Today was our supermarket visit and, after | had picked up two

bags of yummy snacks, Ella and | had a small difference of opinion. It
took a good deal of sharp correction to persuade her that walking
backwards in front of me with her nosw pressed to the bags was not
acceptable. This is called learning to work together.

Friday, August 15: Major change in plans. Yesterday, at 16:00, there

was a sweeping power outage in the whole of the northeastern United
States. Here, in this highly industrialized and technologically

oriented country, that means no water, since the pumps are also run by
electricity. Twenty two students, twenty two dogs, no water forwashing,
rationed drinking water, and the temperature over 35 with humidity of
90%. Luckily we're all back on line and everyone has managed a shower.

From LEADER DOGS, Shabbat Shalom.
Phyllis and Ella

*kkkkkkkk

'Sent: Thursday, August 21, 2003 2:53 AM
Subject: Divrei Phyllis@Leader Dogs Part Three

DN'NIN 1197 Va1 .A"NINN JNNNIE 'YW 2NN

Divrei Shalom

We've become like a large family--22 students and 22 dogs. As

in a family, we rejoice in each other's small triumphs and console one another
through the disappointments.

This past week was rough.

One woman, who had arrived with a small amount of usable vision,
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became totally blind. Not possessing the necessary coping skills, she had to
drop out. The good news is that in six weeks, her dog, along with a trainer, will
arive on her doorstep and she will finish her training

The young man across the hall, who had completed an Accelerated Mobility
Program two weeks prior to this class, fell and broke his wrist. The door is
open when he feels ready to return.

A third student, after completing two weeks of intensive work,

had to relinquish her dog. The dog developed some hitherto hidden negative
canine behaviors. She has been teamed with a new dog and it seems to be
love at first sight.

After these emotionally charged days, my roommate and |
provide--unintentionally--some comic relief. Our dogs, both blond labs, are
litter mates and as alike as two peas in a pod. After an

exasperating day, during which the dogs seemed to have forgotten
eaverything they ever knew, we discovered that we had inadvertently switched
the dogs. The insgtructors, who CAN see, never even noticaed!

There have been a lot of tears and a lot of laughter andit will

be hard to say goodbye on Friday to the six students who will be leaving early.
It hardly seems possible that in ten days time Ella and | will

be home. We have a lot of work to do in the first few weeks and | would like to
ask for the help of everyone in Kfar Hanassi to make our porgress as smooth
as possible.

If I use the analagy that Ella is my "driver", there are four
DONT'S which, if avoided, will make our progress smother.
Please don't distract (talk to, whistle at, touch) the driver.
Please don't touch the controls of the car (harness and leash)

Please don't back seat drive

Please don't try to top up the gas tank.

If your own dog has a history of agression when meeting strange

animals, please, please arrange with me for the dogs to meet for the first time
in a situation where your dog is under your control. Thank you.

Shalom and L'hit.

Phyllis

RIPIp
97 Ny 2.9.87 t'mwn 71782 'n
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Notice to Holders of American Passports, -

A Representative of the American Embassy will be coming
from Tel Aviv

on Thursday 4th Septemper 2003 between 10.00 - 14.00
to the English

Library in Sfat, 38 Jerusalem Street.

You may renew passports and register babies and
children.

This has nothing to do with Social Security.

DO DN IR
22.00 -20.00 - 118.30-16.30
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