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Eulogy for Mossy

As | stand here. by the open grave of the person who we referred to as Moshe
Grodsky. | think of my father, a very special person who belonged to a very
special generation. Only once in a lifetime can one leave a comparatively
prosperous country like England and voluntarily go against all the accepted
norms in order to start a new life in such a harsh and uncertain land as Israel
was in 1946.

As | look back on my father's life with envy. | know he belonged to that
amazing time when the pursuit of money was not the main objective in life. but
rather the pursuit of ideals, of changing the course of history, of building a

new country. As we stand here today, we are not only burying my father, but
also a living representative of all those ideals.

When my father left England to build a new country and a new kibbutz. he wanted
to show personally that he symbolized the "new Jew" - a person who was not

afraid of working with his hands, a person who was not afraid of getting dirty.

who strained for the complete opposite of the stereotypical Diaspora Jew. No
lawyer. doctor of even a hairdresser would he be. nor his friends. Nol They

would be FARMERS! They would be the innovators of new beginnings and usher in a
different age!

And now. fifty years on. people who knew my father tell me time and again that
no matter how much he tried, he sounded like sormeone who had just stepped off
the boat, spinning tales with the spirit of a new immigrant.

| shall never forget his conversations over breakfast in Yiddish, a language
that was declared enemy number one by the Zionist movement. with Chaimke and
Asher the shoemaker.

My father was a natural comedian. He approached life in general with laughter
and good humour. He never had the chance to further his education beyond
primary school. He had to leave when his father passed away and he had to work
in order to help his mother in the bakery. However. through his own
perseverance and natural instincts. he became a self-taught academic with both
an in-depth and broad range of knowledge. | was a great fan of my father.
Whether | engaged in political arguments with him or simply listened to him
expound on one topic or another, | learned so much. My father was my teacher,

a truly wonderful one. | respected Moshe Grodsky.

At this point, | want to take some time to say how grateful my family and | are
to the medical staff, past and present, of kibbutz Kfar Hanassi. You, who took
such good care of my father throughout his life and especially during the most
critical of times. | want to thank. | want to thank too, his friends from "The
Chug" for their wonderful support and friendship.
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| would also like to thank my brothers for lending their support to my dear
parents after | left the country. llan. you who have always lived on the

Meshek have been my link and my source of strength for anything that had to do
with our family.

Last. but not least, to my mother or "Mrs. H" as my father used to call her.
He would say "Mrs. H.. if one of us has to go first, it had better be me.

because | don't want to be around in this world without you." Without this
wonderful mother and wife Michal, my father wouldn't have been complete.

My children Jadi (Yoel Daron) and Kalya, and my wife Miriam could not be here
with me on this sad occasion, but they too share all the things which | have
said.

Moshe Grodsky - you used to call me Kadishel - you have been my inspiration.
We will miss you.

Amnon
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"Digl Divrel" - The voice of the village (digital version)

Yes. we stillhave a voice and would like you to hear it and to hear from you
too! Please write /respond/complain and otherwise abuse us {just kidding)

Keep in touch. Remember you are part of this community!
David Ellman:  dellman@kfar-hanassi.org.il
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"Doctor. | think | need glasses. - You certainly do. this is a bank."



