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A little before Chanukka, and a Tong time before Pesach, a “burning bush"

appeared near the moadon of Kitat Arbel (12 year olds).' Quite a story ..
- Chanan happened to be walking past, and notice a thin spiral of smoke

rising from a crack in an old tree stump. Some time later, he passed by

the same way, and the spiral had thickened to a cloud of thick smoke.

The old tree stump went on burning quietly for some hours while a

crowd of experts, headed by Yochanan, stood around and put forward a

number of conflicting theories. Later in the day, the show became quite

magical - the tree stump was by now hollow, being burnt from within,

and flames in different colors rose into the wintry air. Anyone brave

enough to stick his head into the burning stump could make out a fungus,

Tike a large mushroom, growing inside, which apparently caused spon-

taneous combustion, as happens sometimes with a haystack. Eventually

the fire was put out to prevent danger to surrounding buildings.

Aviva Goidberg, new working in the kitchen, sent us the following
headline from "Maariv" this week:

"CAT DROWNED IN KIBBUTZ SOUP POT ! ! ! "

Don”t worry (cat-Tovers) it didn't happen here - probably just another
journalistic ruse to blacken the names of the"kibbutznik-millionaires!"

And here's another story from the world of natural history. Our group
of amateur archeologists, at present digging (officially) at sites in the
neighbourhood, had an interesting find a few weeks ago - nothing less
than a HUMAN SKELETON! Tommy tells us that it is definitely a modern
skeleton (this is where your imagination starts working overtime!) The
next step was to call the police (that's another story altogether) and

the matter 1s now being investigatedl__>_fqrther gory details from Tommy,

Re— T e | St S e m——



*%

* %

don't miss next week's installment ........

P.S. At Nursing School we had a skeleton we were very fond of, his
name was Tommy ........

Max Mader has won the "Outstanding Scholar Award" of the Faculty of
Music, and will receive it from the Rector at a ceremony to take place
on January 1st. Congratulations from us all.

And while we're on the subject of art, Joy Mader and Dov Collett

have been recognized as Artistg by the Culture and Fine Arts Committee
of the Kibbutz Movement. Leila and Marky (veteran artists) will

be making a party to celebrate their joining the ranks.

Shabbat Shalom, and shalom to us all,
Shoshana Sharki .
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EXCERPTS FROM A LETTER FROM THE COUNCIL FOR SOVIET JEWRY

.-.. The International Book Show, and especially the Israeli stand,
caused great excitement throughout the entire Jewish community in Russia,
as can ge seen from letters received here: "It was a lone ray of Tight
in the darkness surrounding us." Another Jew wrote: "A few weeks ago
there was a Book Exhibition in Moscow. It was very interesting, because
it is seldom that we see Israelis standing at an Israeli Book Stand.

The stand was always full of visitors, we met a lot and spoke a lot.
Having to say goodbye to each one depressed me, but I live with the ,

hope that we will all meet again in our own land." A quote from another
letter from Moscow: "The Israeli stand was a great success, visited by
thousands, (the count was estimated at around 30,000), mostly people.who
for ob¥ious reasons cannot show themselves in publicz.ve, and this success
will have its own effect on many people.  The very least we can hope

is that many people, whose only knowledge of Israel is the negative one
dispensed by the media, will have received quite a different impression.
Perhaps they will even understand that there are two sides to every story ..."

On the other hand, we hear of a worsening situation in Leningrad.

Requests for aliya are allowed only from people with immediate relatives
(father, mother, brother or sister) in Israel - in this way the official



report can say truthfully that the number of people asking for aliya
permits has dropped! Most of the 'inyitations' ~from Israel are not
forwarded to people requesting aliya (so we hear from Moscow, Leningrad
and other cities) - a phenomenon which is difficult to fight. The
Jewish History Seminary of Leningrad, attended by some 80 Jews in the
last few years, has been effectively closed, with the arrest of one of
its members and the prevention by the Authorities of any attempt to
convene meetings. Apartments in Moscow, Leningrad, Odessa have been
searched, and books and objects of Jewish interest, particularly
wedding "Ktubot" confiscated..

In all this terrible black gloom, our Tetters are worth their weight in

gold! I enclose a poem (one of many) received from Leonide Zeliger, a
Hebrew teacher from Leningrad.

Dedicated to our Letters

When I read a letter from the Tand of my dreams

I can feel the sun bringing me the warmth of Israel.

The bleak Tandscape before me turns suddenly into Mt. Carmel,
And the swamps behind me - into Emek Yizrael.

The snow covering the earth becomes the snow of the Hermon,

A tiny lakeside anchorage - the port of Ashkelon.

Brother, friends, I bid you Shalom from this distant, foreign land,
My heart is one with yours despite the cold iron durtain.

No iron durtain, no obstacle can stop the forward marching -

For nothing yet exists which can vanquish my people! "

Anyone who would Tike to correspond with a family in Russia should
contact Shosh Solomon.

dedek



PROGRAMME FOR CHANUKKA

Sunday 20/12 (Ist night)

Torchlight procession; join your neighbourhood procession, each one
making his/her own way to the centre, for a spectacular ceremony out-

side, and then inside the moadon. Supper afterwards in the dining-
room.

Monday ¢1/12 (2nd night)

Social in the moadon, for Edna + Alec's Silver Wedding.

Wednesday 23/12 (4th night)
Latkes and games in dining-room for everyone.

Thursday 24/12 (5th night)

Dedication of the Music-Room (in memory of Louie Nathan)

Friday ¢5/12 (6th night)

Chanukka Party for everyone.

Shabbat 26/12 (7th night)

Film, as usual

Sunday 27/12 (8th night)

Specia’ programme: “"What's my line?"

MAZAL TOV

20/12 Aryeh Nitsan 21/12 Jean & Frank Waterman
£zra Nissim Evelyn & Harold Wallach
21/12 Matty Devons
Erez Aptroot 25/12 Suzanne & Myron Schwartz
22/12 Shuly Morris
24/12  Amnon Hameiri 26/12 Ilana & Meir Waller

25/12 Sarah Devolt
Shlomit Lifschitz
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