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FROM OUR POZTBOX

To the editors of "Divrei Hakfar!" -
an open letter: a day in the life of a prisoner., Not a year's
holiday, but exile with hard labour...

Thite is more beautiful than grey especially here, in the town of
London - when everything is covered in white, the soul feels more
beautiful, cleaner. wnow has been falling since yesterday nights
white flakes are trying to beautify the town.

London -~ the morning hour - the mysterious sun is still hiding. And
we run, hurry, bent over as if trying to hold on to the body's
warmth, our noses and toes frozem - quiclkly, quickly, to the train,
to work — money, mMoney, mMoONEYosooss

Ue push, we are squeezed and packed in, each one in his own corner, and
up come the morning papers, and no more faces to be seen, an

anonymous carriage full of depressing news on grey pages: a strike

of municipal workers - the rubbish covers the pavements; a strike of
train drivers — people can't get to work; a strike of lorry drivers
the shops are becoming empty of food; a strike of doctors - cancer
patients are returned to their homes etec. etc. Lverybody is asking
for more money money money.

I in my corner pull out my copy of "Divrei Hakfar" — gsome indifferent
faces look my way with something like curiosity, and go back to

their reading. I am reading from back to front about birthdays,
Friday night - & creative programme, the dining room, the film is
cancelled, "Between ourselves'" - and a smile comes to my lips. What
do all these strikes have to do with me, and these crowded trains;
everything is strange and foreign and always will be .... and money
MONEY MONEY oo s

Then the train stops and each man goes his way. I work in a studio
which designs and makes elite fashion clothes; dresses of pure sgilk
(for women whose money is in their husbands' pocket ), the beautiful
people....I enjoy the work and am learning a lo%, but the idea itself
is maddening. The price of the cheapest dress is IL 4,140 — really
isn't that exaggerated? The studio is also the place in which we

show the dresses we create, so we get to see all sorts of models,

male and female, photographers, jounalists, rich women who are "going
to the Bahamas tomorrow and simply must have a new dress" and all sorts
of butterflies from the London scene.
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The day goes by — the evening hour comes, dark in winter, the
streets are full, people are pushing, anonymous figures,

almost inhuman, strange. A crazy race to get there in time -
to the supermarket and all sorts of things to see to - food
rent, laundry, and a modest apartment in a long street with high
houses and people who don't say '"good morning'" and good evening!
to each other.

The telephone rings — friends want to visit, we have to make a date, and
if there's enough money, perhaps we'll go to & restaurant, and money
MONEY s o « MONET o o

And suddenly everything is irrational and pointless and superficial and
a waste — enoughl!

Bric wrote: "lWhat did we give our children? Life must be an adventure
give us the piquant exﬁEFiences.” One can indeed spend all one's life
running after the piquant experiences — but it's impossible fo find in
every place the same feeling of belonging, the feeling of a common aim,
and the quiet of everyday life in the Kibbutz. So enough! I'm coming
back.

OFRA
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EVENTS OF TU B!'SHVAT

As ugual, Tu B'Shvat falls on the 15th of Shvat, which again occurs

in the loveliest season of the year, the season in which nature awakes,
flowers flower, butterflies flutter by, tortoises court us, birds are
heard and so on. So what are we doing?

TThoever has some feeling for what's going on-around us, has alregdy gone

out to enjoy the seasone. But for those who haven't yet — it's never

too lates we'll do it together in our Bu B'Chvat events. The first

event takes place this evening, the 9th Feb., in the IMo'adon. e vl

meet with Shlomo Ilan of Karei Deshe who, according to Jochanan is

unique in hig knowledge and understanding of plants, a veteran gardener,
such as are rare today in our country. He will give us his gardening credo
tonight.

On Monday, 12/2, which is the 15th of thvat, we will celebrate in the

mo 'adon with a social evening, centering on competitions in flower
arrengement - serious and not so serious.
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—3

On Saturday, 17/2, there'll be two additional events: first, a Tu Bshvat
outing, the attraction of which is a drive on the new road to be from
Amiad to the bridge — that - isn't of Nachal lmud. There we'll get off
the vehicle and go down the slope of Nachal Amud. This outing will finish
by lunch time, so that we shall be back in time for the second event, which
is — an exhibition and sale of house plants, pots and household articles
made of basket — work. Very recommended by Dina Steele.

The events wull be rounded off by a talk and discussion on thé '"Dam Project"

for and against — on londay, 19/2, in the

mo 'acdon. On this eveuning we shall

have two representatives, one from the Kinneret llanagement Board .nd one
from the Hermon Iield School. Jach one will explain his outlook and will

try and convince us on this important but
is the closing and leading off of a great
which flow so freely in the Hule valley.

more water to the thirsty settlers in the
valley. (Yes, Kfar Hanassi is one of the

ind on this practical and gloomy note, we
a happy springtime to all.

painful topic. The central point
part of the Dan and Banias rvers,
The aim of the conduit is to supply
hills in the southern Hule

thirsty scttlements)

close with good wishes -

chlomit and Sara, organisers of the events.

BIRTHDAYS

1lf2 Dot Sh8ngesicht
Anat Arnold
Ayelet $ina

12/2 Phyllis Latovitz
Yael Sprung

Chanan laterman

Mickey Genislav

14/2 Jeannette Geniglav
Bat—Sheva llgrcuson

LOST

e The following records have disappeared:

Tubular Bells
The Masked larauders
The .wverage white band

Tinder — please return to Douglas or Paul Dngel.
] (&S]

SHABAT  SHALOM.




